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Mr. Chairman, 

Thank you for giving me yet another opportunity to speak in this forum. I am Legborsi 
Saro Pyagbara of the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP). 

Mr. Chairman, African indigenous groups continue to face the adverse problems of 
desertification, deforestation and the unregulated dumping of toxic waste on their 
environment and the refusal of oil/gas companies operating in Indigenous territories in 
the region to embark on full scale bio-remediation or clean-up of the environment in 
cases of oil spillages and gas leakages as is the case with Shell in Southern Durban and 
the Ogoni people of the Niger Delta in Nigeria. 

One of the biggest environmental challenges that confront us today in Nigeria and Africa 
in general is the drive by Transnational Corporations prospecting for oil and gas to go 
offshore in the exploitation of these resources. 

Following the marked conflicts which had skirted onshore operations of most of the 
TNCs because of their brazen disregard of environmental and social concerns of the 
Indigenous communities where they operate, the TNCs are now heading into deep waters. 
Offshore are becoming attractive to these TNCs because of the following reasons. 
i. Offshore TNC activities are removed from the immediate view of the local indigenous 
community members 
ii. Wastes from oil/gas extraction can be dumped into deep waters with less resistance or 
need for environmental accountability. 
iii. The impacts from offshore extractive operations are insidious and less readily noticed. 
iv. With offshore operations, there are fewer expenses on the requirement to maintain 
good community relations. Once out in the seas, TNCs say that they have no neighbors. 
v. In Nigeria, onshore reserves are drying up after five decades of ceaseless extraction 
and there are huge finds now offshore. 

As demonstrated by the Resource Control battle between the Federal government of 
Nigeria and the Oil producing states, the federal government had argued that coastal 
indigenous communities have no stake in offshore activities. However the truth remains 
that the destructive effects of the activities of offshore extraction activities are not wholly 
kept offshore. Humanity is yet to produce an effective legislation or even physical 
boundaries to block offshore pollutants from washing on to onshore or cross-national 
boundaries. 

In Nigeria, Shell, Exxon-Mobil, Chevron are increasingly moving offshore. In Angola, 
ELF, Exxon-Mobil and BP. are right there in the offshore fields off Cabinda.The situation 
is not different in Cameroun, Congo -Brazzaville where ELF is developing a 2-kilometre 



deep-sea new fieldJn another case, the geothermal plant at Olkaria in Maasailand,Kenya 
continues to generate environmental concerns. 

Another project with grave environmental concerns to the peoples in the West African 
sub-region ts the proposed West African Gas Pipeline (WAGP), which is being promoted 
by Chevron, the lead company in the pipeline consortium as a clean energy development 
facility to secure the benefits of the Clean Development Mechanism under the Kyoto 
Protocol. This project envisages the construction of a gas pipeline that runs from Nigeria 
through Benin Republic, Togo to Ghana. The gas pipeline project is being promoted as a 
panacea that would reduce gas flaring in Nigeria. A big corporate lie indeed. The reality 
on the ground is that most of the gases being flared in the Niger Delta is Associated gas 
whereas much of what the new WAGP would use are from new gas fields and are not 
associated with crude oil production. It is saddening to note that in all the discussions 
leading up to this process, the Indigenous communities have been completely ignored. 
The prior and informed consent of the peoples on whose land this vast pipeline is to 
traverse have not at all been sought nor obtained. 
Gas Flaring 
In Africa, gas flaring still remains a daily threat in areas where oil is mined. The region 
contributes the highest to global warming and Nigeria alone flares more gas than any 
other country on earth.: Over 700 billion of cubic feet of associated gas is flared annually 
releasing about 35 million tons of C02 in the process,13-14000 degree Celsius heat, and 
12 million tons of methane more than the rest of humanity. 
Recommendations. 
l.We urge the permanent forum to in league with the Commission on Human Rights 
design a set of standards for the activities of TNCs that would take into account the 
perspectives of Indigenous peoples. 
2.Call on the permanent forum to lead the call for a moratorium for a period of time in all 
new oil/gas exploration while a massive environmental audit is carried in all existing 
oil/gas fields. The audit will reveal what actions needed to be taken to restore our 
devastated environment. The United Nations Fact Finding team to Ogoni had once 
advocated this recommendation in 1996. 
3,The Permanent should also show enormous interest in the development of alternative 
sources of energy, which can be developed and popularized. 
4.With the central role with which language plays in the transmission of our indigenous 
knowledge of ecological conservation and environmental balance, we call on the 
permanent forum to initiate a process aimed at revitalizing going-extinct Indigenous 
languages of the world. 
5.We also call on the Permanent Forum to establish a study to look into the issues of 
ecological debt and its impact on Indigenous Peoples 
6. We, once again restate our call through the Permanent Forum for the cancellation of the 
external debt of countries of Africa, which results in the pressure for the unsustainable 
development of our natural resources and energy extraction within territories occupied by 
Indigenous peoples. 
6.As stated in the U.N. Global Compact and Agenda 21,the precautionary approach 
should be made the guiding principles of governments, industries and transnational. 


