
UNPFII STATEMENT BY JUMANDA GAKELEBONE

My name is Jumanda Gakelebone. I belong to a hunter gatherer people

called the Gw/ii, or the Kalahari Bushmen, or the San, or the Basarwa.

We have lived in the Kalahari Desert for thousands of years. It was only

about 50 years ago that outsiders decided to give our land a new name:

"the Central Kalahari Game Reserve".  We had nothing to do with this

decision, but it has plagued our lives ever since.

We ask the Forum to adopt the following Recommendation:

The Forum calls on States to enter early discussions with

indigenous  communities  whose  traditional  lands  are  now

incorporated in Protected Areas with a view to reaching binding

agreements with these communities which acknowledge the

legitimate interests of wildlife conservation but also recognise and

guarantee the communities' rights under Articles 8(2), 18, 19, 26

and 32 of the Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples



I have spent most of my adult life trying to persuade politicians that

whatever they choose to call our land it is still our land, and that we have

rights in this land which they cannot take away.

We have had to go to Court to prove this, twice. Twice the Judges have

agreed that we have rights in the land that the Government cannot take

from us.

But we still have many problems. Some of those evicted in 2002 have

not been allowed to return to their homes in the "Reserve"; and of those

who have, many have been forced to live apart from their children

outside the "Reserve".

We are not allowed to hunt. Goats could provide an alternative source

of meat, but we are not permitted to bring them into the Reserve. Often

we do not have enough water.

Last year the Government established a "community trust", but it does

not address any of these difficulties.  We were not consulted about the

trust or allowed to take our own legal advice on the trust document.

In the meantime, the Government has continued to grant mining

concessions inside the Reserve. We have not been consulted about

these concessions either.
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We do not want to have to go back to court.  We would much rather sit

down with the politicians and negotiate a sensible solution, just as the

Judges have urged us to do.

Some of these politicians are here now, in this hall. I ask them to agree

with me that when we get home, we should try to resolve our differences

in good faith.  Perhaps they might even agree to meet with me here, so

that we can make a start!

This is something that the Government is already obliged to do under

the laws of Botswana, which require it to adopt a Management Plan for

the Reserve. It has never done this.

A Management Plan would have to recognise that my people have a

right to live in the Reserve and would have to strike a fair balance

between our needs and the needs of wildlife conservation.

This is all we have ever wanted, but a fair balance can only be struck if

we are part of the balancing process.

So we would like to sit down with the Government and draw up a list of

the issues on which both sides would like to reach agreement. Where

these issues are legal or technical, we will want to be able to take our

own advice. We will also want to agree a time table, so that discussions

are not allowed to drift.



We think there should be an independent mediator or conciliator, so that

neither side is able to dominate or control the discussions.

Where the parties are able to agree any particular issue the mediator

should draft a written agreement for our joint approval.  Where we are

not able to do this, he should make a record of our failure to agree and

of the reasons for it.

We believe this is the sensible way forward, but if the Government of

Botswana thinks it has a better idea we will certainly look at it.

Almost any suggestion would be an improvement on the Government's

present position, which appears to be that it does not need to reach any

agreement with the residents of the CKGR. This is not true, as is borne

out by the disruptive and divisive impact that the CKGR continues to

have both within Botswana and on its reputation abroad.

Thank you very much.
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