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Item 4 b: Indigenous Peoples and Globalization 

Thank you Mr. Chairperson, 

This a joint statement on behalf of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference and the 
Saami Council. 

Globalization affects indigenous peoples in all aspects of their daily life; 
culturally, financially, socially and not least politically. Globalization affects indigenous 
peoples to a larger extent than most other peoples or groups, since it is a process created by 
dominant societies without our consent, and consequently a process that we have difficulties 
influencing or controlling. In order for indigenous peoples to be able to preserve and develop 
our identities as distinct peoples in our own homelands, it is paramount that die international 
community respects indigenous peoples as equal partners in value and rights as other peoples, 
and thus acknowledge indigenous peoples' right - equal to other peoples* - self to determine 
over our own societies. Indigenous peoples' inalienable right to self-determination includes 
the right to decide to what extent we wish to be a part of the globalization process, and not to 
be run over by companies or national interests, for the sake of so-called economical interests 
and developments. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

Holding that the erosion and loss of our traditional knowledge, biodiversity and 
cultural heritage is predominantly caused by the appropriation and alienation of our ancestral 
lands and territories, the Inuit Circumpolar Conference's and the Saami Council call on the 
following international bodies to decrease the adverse affects of globalization on indigenous 
peoples by; 

The World Bank Group, through guarantee full and effective participation of 
indigenous peoples in the current revision of its OP 4.20 Directive on indigenous peoples 
policy. The new policy must ensure full respect for indigenous peoples* rights, including the 
recognition that indigenous peoples' are the sole rightful holders of the land, waters and 
natural resources they traditionally occupy. All decisions should also be taken through 
consultation and prior consent by indigenous peoples. 



The World Bank Group, WTO and WIPO, through fully respecting indigenous 
customary legal systems as to management of land, waters, natural resources and traditional 
knowledge. 

The WTO, WIPO, CBD, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights and not least the Permanent Forum, through jointly develop a legally binding 
international instrument, protecting indigenous cultural heritage, including genetic resources, 
traditional knowledge and traditional expressions of culture. 

WIPO, through reviewing standards for patentability of WIPO member states 
which allow for the unwarranted patenting of indigenous knowledge and genetic resources 
and develop recommendations on how to rectify these. 

WIPO, through developing a sui generis system for the protection of indigenous 
cultural heritage, without further delay. 

WTO, through not entering into any new rounds of talk on competition, 
investment, trade facilitation and government procurement, until the safe-guarding of 
indigenous rights in the WTO processes have been fully catered for. 

All the mentioned bodies, through adhering to the fundamental principle of 
prior and informed consent in all their activities. 

Mr. Chairperson; 

I am about to conclude, the global communication systems and information 
technology are also part of the globalization waves endangering indigenous peoples' cultures 
and languages. It is utmost important to develop international standards in order to reverse 
this trend. We are aware of UNESCO's efforts in these areas, but stress that further efforts 
have to be done in partnership with indigenous experts before disappearance of invalueable 
cultures and languages. 

Thank you Mr. Chairperson for your kind attention. 


