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Mr. Chairperson, distinguished Indigenous delegates from around the world and 

honorable members of governments, I am a representative of the North East India which 

is Indigenous people's region of the National Council of Churches in India, and I bring 

greetings from Indigenous communities. I would also like to express my sincere thanks 

to Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for giving me this opportunity 

to participate in this important 21 5 1 session of the Working Group on Indigenous 

population. 

The Ozone layer protects our lives from the dangerous rays of the sun. Pollution and 

nuclear explosions have created big holes in the Ozone layer. As a result we are no more 

protected from sun's dangerous rays. They cause many kinds of diseases. This, is a 

good analogy to explain as to what is happening to indigenous people all over the world. 

The indigenous culture which includes their life-style, cultures, community governance, 

norms and taboos has been protecting the indigenous people as the Ozone layer of the 

atmosphere. The aggressive encroaching of the powers of globalization had completely 

damaged their protective mechanism in many ways. 

• The damage in the economic area is the most crucial one. Two examples -



(1) Mats made up of bamboo and baskets of bamboo were source of income for my 

tribe. We made these artifacts and sold them in the village market for our livelihood. 

Now plastic mats, plastic packets, and polythene had replaced the bamboo, thus 

taking away our livelihood. (2) Similarly in our village, we sell fresh juice made out 

of fruits citrus and vegetables. All these now have been replaced by Pepsi and Coca 

Cola. 

For indigenous people, the slogan is not that the land belongs to the people but as Rev. 

Dr. Ipe Joseph, General Secretary, NCCI says, the people belong to the land. So the 

encroachment of the land for making multi-national Companies, Amusement parks, and 

huge Dam, result in displacement, taking away part of our being. 

• Till recently multinational Companies' commercial in the media were urban 

oriented, using urban life styles and suburbs. Now these commercials have adopted 

the live scenes and symbols of indigenous tribes and peoples in specific localities. 

• Multi-national products like jeans, mobile phones, Pepsi have gone into the secret 

and private terrains of the lives of the indigenous people market for the corporate 

consumer. 

What is the alternative ? 

• Organise the indigenous people and muster their power. 

• Promote indigenous culture by respecting it. 

• Networking with indigenous people all over the world to confront the regular effect 

of globalization 

Thanking you Mr. Chair. 
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