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The Indigenous Caucus has decided to reject any practice or form of globalization that 
systematically excludes, disregards, or marginalizes Indigenous Peoples. Regularly, we are omitted 
from the benefits of globalization at the economic, political and social levels. This continued 
exclusion of Indigenous Peoples leads us to deeper levels of poverty and environmental distress 
that impedes our quest for sustainable development. 

The effects of globalisation are irreversible. Globalization can create market-centered mentalities 
that often operate to the detriment of Indigenous Peoples. We usually have diminished control 
over the expenditure of our resources and utilization of our land and waterways. A major reason 
for this is that we, Indigenous Peoples are often subjected to external state agreements made 
without our consultation or consent. This results in a reduction of self-sufficiency within our 
communities. 

Our health concerns are also impacted by the processes of globalization. Operational decisions 
made by power centers on distant continents frequently disregard environmental concerns in our 
lands. This disregard has direct impact on our health as the very environment from which we draw 
our health and lifestyle becomes poisoned. This impact is compounded because this same 
environment is also the source of our traditional medicines. 

The globalization process, recognized by the Working Group on Indigenous Peoples as "advances 
in new technology, trade liberalization, an increase in financial flows and growth in the size and 
power of corporations," is highly detrimental to the rights and welfare of many Indigenous 
Peoples. We recognize that a significant number of our basic needs remain unfulfilled. 

As Indigenous Peoples we now find ourselves vulnerable and unprotected. In addition to this, 
there is insufficient will on the part of states to include the Indigenous Peoples in the governmental 
processes pertaining to decisions concerning them. Indigenous Peoples really know their own 
territory, ethnicity, and particular needs. In most states, we do not find a Secretary of 
Environment, Culture, Agriculture, or Economic Development from some existing Indigenous 
groups. Our representatives should be the ones holding such offices because of their intellectual 
background. Reiterating the Kimberly Declaration of 2003, Indigenous Peoples demand that free, 
prior and informed consent must be the principle of approving or rejecting any project or activity 
affecting our lands, territories and other resources. Therefore we request that the United Nations 
ask of all parties a true will of inclusive participation in all these processes. 

There is poor handling and insufficient efforts to promote and respect Indigenous Peoples' culture. 
The lack of an adequate response to the high levels of existing violence is also highly problematic. 
Furthermore, the programs serving our communities have been cut back and are inadequate due to 
the lack of economic resources. Economic disparities also contribute to greater lack of opportunity 
in information and technology development. These are just a few of the factors negatively 
affecting our peoples. 

We must have a strategy to influence the humanization of globalization, understanding that a social 
sector's wellbeing depends on all the sector's wellbeing and opportunities. The states must make a 
commitment with their societies, regulating the economic, environmental, and the social relations, 
redistributing the resources, and helping the most disadvantaged sectors of our society. They 
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should make our local and regional spaces a priority in order to achieve higher human 
development. Our identity should be respected, preserved, and enhanced, because it is the very 
core of our society, existence and life itself. 

Without the unconditional recognition of Indigenous Peoples rights to self-determination and 
integrity, globalization is simply colonialism and will be viewed by history in the same way 
colonialism is today. We, the Indigenous Caucus reaffirm that any acceptable model of 
globalization must include respect for all our Peoples. 
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