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What the Working Group can do: 

Studies 

(a) Prepare a working paper on globalization and indigenous peoples for its 22nd 
session with a view to proposing to the Sub-Commission a full study. 

(b) Prepare a working paper on the migration of indigenous peoples from their 
communities and countries as a consequence of globalization. 

(c) Prepare a working paper on the impact on indigenous peoples' economies of 
subsidies provided by rich States to their fanners. 

(d) Prepare a working paper with examples of alternative economic models 
practiced by indigenous peoples that are currently under threat from 
globalization. 

(e) Prepare a working paper on the human rights impact of international and 
regional trading agreements on indigenous peoples (such as NAFTA, WTO 
agreements) including measures that might be taken to protect indigenous 
peoples. 

(f) Prepare a working paper on the impact of globalization on indigenous cultures 
especially languages. 

(These working papers/studies could be combined in a global report on 
globalization and indigenous peoples) 

Standard-setting 

(g) Draft standards/guidelines on globalization and indigenous peoples, in 
particular to establish principles that could be incorporated into the policies of 
institutions promoting globalization. 

(h) Prepare a legal commentary at the 22nd session of the Working Group on the 
principle of free, prior, informed consent to contribute to a better 
understanding and implementation of the concept 

(i) Review the principles and guidelines on indigenous heritage prepared by 
Erica-Irene Daes in the light of the on-going work of WIPO with a view to 
considering further measures to protect indigenous intellectual and cultural 
property. 

Review of developments/fact-finding 

(j) Invite governments, organizations of the UN system, non-governmental and 
indigenous organizations and academic institutions to provide information on 
globalization and indigenous peoples to the 22 n d session of the Working 
Group. 

(k) Invite the World Trade Organization to make a presentation of its work 
relevant to indigenous peoples. 

(!) Invite the World Intellectual Property Organization to make a presentation of 
work relevant to indigenous peoples. 



Workshops and seminars 

(m) Invite the OHCHR to organize a second workshop on indigenous peoples, 
mining and energy companies and human rights with a view to preparing 
guidelines that could assist companies planning activities on indigenous 
peoples' lands to respect the cultures and traditions of these communities and 
the principle of full, prior and informed consent. 

(n) Invite the OHCHR to organize a workshop on the concept of full, prior and 
informed consent. 

Networking/exchange of information/partnerships 

(o) Create a virtual working group (VWG) including members of the Working 
Group, indigenous organizations and non-governmental organizations and 
others that would exchange information and ideas electronically and invite the 
VWG to present its findings to the Working Group at its 22 n d session. 

(p) Invite indigenous peoples working on globalization and /or the VWG to work 
in partnership with experts of the Working Group preparing working 
papers/studies. 

(q) Invite indigenous peoples working on globalization and /or the VWG to work 
in partnership with the OHCHR in the preparation of workshops or seminars 
on the theme of globalization. 

General recommendations 

(r) Call upon all States, international financial institutions and the private sector 
financing or implementing major projects affecting negatively the livelihoods 
and lands of indigenous peoples to stop these projects so that a full review can 
be undertaken to ensure that, if they are recommenced, indigenous peoples' 
human rights are not violated. 


