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COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
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Twenty-first session 
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Written statement of the International Indigenous Youth Conference 2004 Secretariat 
(International Indigenous Youth Movement) 

Agenda Item 4(b): Principle theme: "Indigenous peoples and globalization". 

Mr. Chairman, 

Greetings to the Chair, Mr. Martinez, members of the Working Group, to my indigenous brothers and sisters 
who are gathered here in this important occasion. 

Indigenous youth inherit the responsibility of our collective environment, distinct cultures and legacy of our 
preceding generations to come. We continue to uphold this inherent right to our self-determination amidst the 
challenge of a climate of global economic regimes. We increasingly see this devouring our natural resources, 
who we as indigenous youth consider our relations. We see our land, which sustains us and is the basts of our 
identity, being marginalized and eroded, and we also experience the extinguishments of our cultural destinies. 
This is what we call globalization and is seen as a re-colonization of global proportions. 

In April 2002, 83 Indigenous Youth from 19 countries in Asia, Pacific, Europe, Latin America and North America 
gathered in Baguio City, Philippines with the theme of "Building Solidarity Among Indigenous Youth In 
Asserting Indigenous Peoples Rights Amidst Globalization." 

• We gathered to share experiences and forge a common voice in responding to the challenges of 
globalization which has caused inequality, poverty, environmental destruction, displacement, a 
com modification of culture, disintegration of communities, as well as racism and oppression of our 
peoples. 

• Workshops, cultural events and speeches were held to address the issues of health, education, land, 
resources, identity, culture, employment, economic issues, women, militarization and human rights 
violations brought about by globalization. 

• We successfully identified our position within the realms of our current interconnected identities as 
indigenous youth. This positions is represented by declarations and resolutions entered into 
international arenas such as the World Summit on Sustainable Development and the 1" Session of the 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous issues. 

We express deep appreciation to the Cordillera Peoples Alliance- Youth Commission of the Philippines for 
hosting this gathering 



Based on IIYC 2002 resolutions, we are continuing to strengthen our collective work as youth. 

Currently we are organizing another international indigenous youth conference to be held in the summer of 
2004 on the western coast of Canada. This will be held on the ancestral territories of the St'at'imc Peoples and 
Nation, whom have continually occupied their lands from time immemorial. They have never ceded their land 
to any foreign nation, albeit living under the oppressive colonial governing system of Canada. 

It is of crucial importance to bring together committed indigenous youth from around the world to experience, 
discuss and share issues of our communities in order to define our roles and tasks in this every changing face 
of globalization! 

We call upon this Working Group to allow for these expressions by indigenous youth and ask for support in our 
efforts for recognition. Thus, we ask of you the following recommendations. 

1) The rights of our self-determination be acknowledged and accepted within the bodies of the UN system, 
and specifically in the Universal Draft Declaration on the Rights of the World's Indigenous Population. 
We also ask for the immediate acceptance and implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples in its present text. 

2) For the continuation of this historic Working Group on Indigenous Populations. 

3) For the call of another Decade of Indigenous Peoples at the UN to begin immediately in 2004. 

4) To support the proclamation of the General Assembly of the UN for Women and Children, with a 
specific focus on the illicit trafficking of women and youth with a particular focus on indigenous youth. 

5) For the support of the 4 t h International Workshop on Indigenous Children and Youth General 
Recommendations as well as the Recommendations to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

6) Most importantly, we ask for the unequivocal support of the many nations present today in identifying 
and supporting children, youth and young leaders within their own communities. Furthermore, we ask 
that these nations actively support these youth by financing their attendance to the IIYC 2004 next 
summer. 

On behalf of the International Indigenous Youth Movement, Chairman, Secretariat, fellow youth and indigenous 
delegates of this 21st Session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations, I ask of you for the support and 
recognition of our assertions, goals and future aspirations for all of our generations to come. 

This we ask in the name of an international indigenous youth movement. Meegweetch and thank you. 

Stan Williams, IIYC 2004 
(iiyc2004@resist. ca) 

Annex to include: 
1 ) International Indigenous Youth Conference Declaration 2002, Baguio City, Philippines. 
2) Black Mesa Water Coalition Indigenous Youth Summit at Pinon, AZ July 9 th to 13th, 2003. 
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