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The People of the Oglala Lakota Nation, the largest Council Fire of what is known historically as 
the Great Sioux Nation, have legal rights to lands, territories and resources, guaranteed through 
international law through the US ratification of the 1868 Ft. Laramie Treaty. The Oglala Lakota 
people reside on a land base over what may be the largest aquifer in the western hemisphere 
and whose ground water provides the drinking water for our nation. Water studies conducted by 
many and varied departments of the U.S. Government and the Oglala Sioux Tribe have 
documented high levels of alpha emitters, arsenic and other contaminate metals in the drinking 
water of the people of the Oglala Lakota Nation. Health Studies of the Oglala Sioux Tribe and 
the Indian Health Service indicate that there is an alarming increase in the incidence of cancer, 
diabetes, heart disease, infant and children health conditions which can be linked to exposure 
and contamination of carcinogens and arsenic. 

We believe that water is our first medicine, that water is sacred. We join our voice to the 
recommendation to Agenda Item 4 titled Environment of the Special Theme Territories, Lands 
and Natural Resources of the report of the North American Region Preparatory Report for the 
UNPFII6 of April 21-22, 2007. We believe that mother earth is sacred, ancient, healing, strong 
and wise and we believe that these mining activities have contaminated the water and land and 
earth of Mother Earth and that the health conditions and water studies document that the water 
has been contaminated. We believe the source to be a nearby uranium mine utilizing in situ 
leech mining methods which require the used water to be re-injected into the aquifer. If this is 
allowed to continue our people will continue to be slowly being decimated and thus risk 
extinction, that our Treaty Territories and Resources will be forever contaminated and we are 
also spiritually obligated to protect Mother Earth. With respect we therefore call upon the 
Permanent Forum to recommend that the United Nations: 

1. add the Oglala Aquifer to all studies, reports and investigations initiated by all relevant 
United Nations agencies, including the UNEP and WHO, with the intention of putting forth 
relevant action items to reverse and repair the situation; 
2. acknowledge that the right to clean, safe water and protection of the sacred nature of 
water according to the cultures of Indigenous peoples is a human right due all necessary 
protection; 
3. participate through the representatives of UN agencies and the Permanent Forum in the 
Crying Earth Rise Up Uranium Summit hosted by Owe Aku to be held on Oglala Lakota territory 
in September 2007. 


