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Thank You Madame Chairwoman 

My name is Matthew McDaniel. I speak today once again on the behalf of the Akha people of Thailand 
who were refused visas by the US State Department. 

There are half a million Akha people. But who has heard of the Akha people of South East Asia? 

We would like to point out the following and make the following recommendations in the area of 
human rights. 

1. There can be no human rights without security. Without security there can be no development. 

2. We cite the case of the land of Hooh Yoh Akha, Ampur Mae Faluang, Chiang Rai Province, 
Thailand. In this case the Queen of Thailand has seized 4500 acres of farmland from the five villages 
of Hooh Yoh without prior and informed consent. This is the entire farm land of these villages, located 
at this spot 150 years, effecting the lives of 1500 people, driving them into poverty, despair and the 
young women into prostitution. 

The Queen of Thailand then pays the Akha less than half of minimum wage to work as slaves on their 
own land. 

3. We cite the case of human trafficking of the Akha women and children for sexual exploitation and 
modern forms of slavery. This is a situation ignored and tolerated by the Thai government. In 
hundreds of brothels in Thailand, one can find Akha women and young girls from the Akha villages 
of Thailand and Myanmar, working as sex slaves. The brothels are highly visible, their western 
patrons are many, yet Thailand fails to protect its most vulnerable. 

We also site the modern form of slavery imposed by US missions on Akha children. Removing them 
from their traditional villages and forcing them to convert in exchange for food and education. The 
missions take possesion of these children and use them as bait for attracting funding from foreign 
donors in order to build large mission complexes, houses, and buy numerous vehicles, having a 
standard of living that no Akha could afford. 

After a couple of years, the children are abandoned to their fate and the mission regularly takes in 
replacement children. 

While the children are turned out, alienated from their village and culture, to fend for themselves, the 
missions grow richer and increase in number. More than a hundred such missions can be found in 
northern Thailand, the overall budget is in the millions of dollars. But the Akha sink deeper into 
poverty. 

Therefore: 

1. We cal1 on the Permanent Forum to investigate the case of the land of Hooh Yoh Akha villages. 

2. We cal1 on the Permanent Forum to investigate the traficking and sexual exploitation of Akha 
women and children in Thailand and place this issue high on its agenda. 

3. We cal1 on the Permanent Forum to place on its agenda the issue of western missionaries and 
indigenous rights to culture. language and religion. 

Development without security or human rights is a deception. 

Thank you Madame Chairwoman 


