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Climate change is one of the most pressing issues of our time. Actions are being taken to 
reverse some of the negative consequences that climate change is manifesting today and of 
those that will continue to occur in the future. However, the reality is that the effects of 
climate change on human and natural systems cannot be completely reversed. 

Indigenous Peoples are rarely considered and much less involved in public discourse about 
climate change. This is extremely preoccupying given how much their livelihoods are 
affected by environmental shifts and crises, and especially given how little they are 
responsible for contributing to greenhouse emissions and such. On the contrary, Indigenous 
Peoples have relied on the environment for so many centuries that they hold specialized 
knowledge about how to retain and protect the resilience of the ecosystems which they 
inhabit. Drawing on traditional knowledge of this kind can help society at large cope with the 
upcoming challenges. Validating this knowledge is the first step towards integrating local 
practice and other technologies for a more positive and inclusive way forwards. 

At FAO, the straggle against climate change has evolved into the dual purpose of mitigation 
and adaptation. In our view, efforts to offset environmental damage must be complemented 
by efforts to deal with the impacts that it will have on the areas central to FAO's mandate, 
including to protect food security, raise levels of nutrition, improve agricultural productivity, 
and better the conditions of rural populations. 
FAO recognizes the importance that Indigenous Peoples' livelihoods have for the protection 
of biodiversity, and to counter detrimental effects of climate change. This link has been 
acknowledged by the Director General, Dr.Diouf, and by some standard-setting that we have 
elaborated (Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources, Voluntary Guidelines on the Right to Food). 

In 2007 FAO has supported Indigenous Peoples, especially in the conservation and 
sustainable management of agricultural biodiversity and ecosystems: 

Here are some examples: 

The Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems Programme 
This programme aims to establish the basis for the global recognition, conservation and 
sustainable management of traditional agricultural practices. For the next seven years the 
pilot systems in several countries will implement conservation management approaches aimed 
at helping local stakeholders to protect and conserve their unique agricultural systems and 
their components. It is our hope that this will help guarantee the sustainability of traditional 
agricultural systems and the knowledge, culture, and biodiversity which they encompass. 

Cultural Indicators 
In an effort to document indigenous social forms and to assert the importance of biological 
and cultural diversity, the International Indian Treaty Council, in collaboration with other 



organizations and FAO, has developed cultural indicators of Indigenous Peoples' food and 
agro-ecological systems. The Cultural Indicators that have been developed reflect indigenous 
peoples' livelihoods, cultures, health and quality of life, with a particular focus on the 
relationship between traditional practices and food systems. Among other things, they will be 
used to track indigenous peoples' social conditions over time and to observe developments 
that may be threatening their livelihoods, such as those related to climate change. 

Land Issues 
Although ancestral rights to land are a cornerstone of the livelihoods of indigenous peoples, 
few countries have been ready to undertake their recognition. During 2007, FAO was 
involved in land demarcation projects in Chile and sub-Saharan Africa. Other activities were 
focused on improving tenure security using a participatory approach. One effort culminated 
in the granting of a territorial concession to the Mupenbati San community in Angola. Two 
more projects of this kind will be carried out with indigenous San people in the near future. 

Communication for Development 
Two regional communication platforms for Indigenous Peoples have been established in 
Latina American and Canada to provide Indigenous Peoples with a forum for exchanging 
ideas, experiences, and advocacy efforts. One of the most significant focus points of the 
communication activities is on climate change and the management of natural resources. With 
these communication possibilities rural communities can monitor their territories and share 
results with other communities. This could be a powerful tool for indigenous communities 
for the future in regard of upcoming climate change challenges. 

During this 7 t h Session a Side Event is planned where more details about communication and 
the communication platforms will be discussed. 

High Level Conference, FAO Headquarters 
Finally, some of the topics that I have mentioned will be discussed at the High-Level 
Conference on "World Food Security and the Challenges of Climate Change and Bioenergy", 
taking place at FAO headquarters in June of this year. A side event entitled "Livelihood 
Responses to Climate Change and Bioenergy" will feature an indigenous peoples' 
contribution. Indigenous peoples will have the opportunity to discuss the importance of 
dialogue in climate change issues, and to propose mechanisms for achieving increased 
cooperation and participation. 
Furthermore indigenous peoples will be able to participate in the social movements/civil 
society forum on climate change, agro fuels and food sovereignty. 
IPC (International Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty) 

FAO's response to recommendations of the UNPFII 
Before I close, let me explain briefly in which way FAO has addressed the recommendations 
from the 6 t h session of the PF: 
The recommendations encouraged FAO to improve the capacity of indigenous communities 
to support decision making about positive health choices and to focus on widespread 
malnutrition among indigenous peoples. 

Activities during 2007 related to these recommendations were, among others: 

Food Systems 



The Centre for Indigenous People's Nutrition and Environment (at McGill University, 
Montreal Canada), together with leaders of indigenous communities and FAO has 
documented 12 case studies on Indigenous Food Systems around the world. These case 
studies provide examples of nutrition transitions in indigenous commumties and present 
evidence that local resources are critical for food security, nutrition and health of Indigenous 
Peoples. 

Food security and nutrition 
FAO is addressing food security and nutrition e.g. in the Lao People's Democratic Republic 
while developing a food security and nutrition strategy for the country, taking special needs of 
indigenous groups into consideration. 

All the recommendations focusing on communication have been addressed. 

CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, it is relevant to say that our presence here today testifies to the gravity of the 
situation that we have all described, and to the need to do more to protect biological and 
cultural diversity for the benefit of climate change alleviation and indigenous livelihoods. 
Collaboration with and learning from Indigenous Peoples, who make their living from the 
natural environment, and thus possess a profound knowledge of its significance and potential 
benefits, can be of great importance in this effort. It is our hope that more will be done to 
transform our personal commitment into a universal one. 


