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Agenda 5.st3ndard-setting. 

b. Review of the draft principles and guidelines on the protection of the heritage of 
indigenous peoples. 

Mr Chairman, delegates, ladies and gentlemen. Please accept my very warm greetings of 
the day. As an indigenous person myself I would like to make brief comments on the 
draft principles and guidelines on die protection of the heritage of the indigenous peoples. 

We all agree that the heritage of the Indigenous Peoples comprises all aspect of Human 
Rights including economic, social and cultural, civil and political rights and all form of 
Racial Discrimination. 

It also covers their rights to land, forest, water and all other natural resources of the 
places where they live and integrity of their language, belief and faith and traditional 
customary laws and practices. 

Protection and safeguarding of their heritage. 

1. All national and international agencies and governments should be encouraged to 
work directly with the indigenous peoples and spend more time and resources. 

2. Try to bring about awareness amongst them about their rights and privileges 
available. 

3 . Their basic needs of food, clean drinking water and health care be met. 
4. To encourage basic and further education so that they can stand on their fect and 

fight for their rights. 
5. To protect them from exploitation from their neighbours and governments and 

others. 
6. Allow and help them to preserve the collective nature of their traditional customs 

and practices. 

The national and international agencies and communities and governments should 
develop and agree on a comprehensive protection system that is internationally and 
legally binding and work under one unified agency. 
At the end Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank you and all the delegates for your kind 
and sympathetic hearing. 

THANK YOU ALL 


