
 

Working group on Indigenous Population Twenty-Fourth Session, 31st July to 
4thAugust 2006. GENEVA Statement of Dr Dhuni Soren, World Adibasi Council 
(WAC) Agenda4(c) Indigenous Peoples and Conflict Prevention and Resolution Mr 
Chair person, ladies and gentlemen and fellow delegates. Please accept warm 
greetings of the day from our people. The Indigenous Peoples of the world are 
generally peace loving and enjoy their life styles to the full in their natural 
environments. The conflict starts when their way of life is interfered with by the 
changing time and situations of the world. I give you some of the examples; 

1. When there is no respects and regards for their languages, cultures and heritage 
by the non Indigenous individuals, groups and authorities. 

2. Their traditional right of access to common lands, forests and water resources 
are taken away without their prior, informed and full consent. 

3. They are displaced from their homes for the development projects and mines 
for the greater good of the nation without consultation with them. 

4. Inadequately compensated and in appropriately rehabilated 
5. And more importantly the violation of their basic human rights 

Prevention and Resolution of these conflicts are possible with little 
understanding of the sentiments and emotions of the indigenous peoples. 
1. Clear and sympathetic understanding of the life styles of Indigenous Peoples by 

the government and non indigenous individuals and groups 
2. Any interference with the access to their lands, forests, water and mineral 

resources need to be discussed involving them from the very beginning. 
3. Similarly they need to be involved from the beginning in the decision making 

process of any development projects affecting and displacing them from their 
homes and their prior, informed and full consent taken. 

4. The compensation and rehabilitation need to be mutually agreed and adequately 
funded. 

5. Their life styles and customary laws and practices need to be restored as much as 
practical in their new places and homes. Mr Chair person, I believe these measures 
will help prevent and resolve conflicts and I thank you all for your kind and 
sympathetic hearing.     THANK YOU ALL AGAIN 




