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I tem 3: Interactive dialogue w i t h Spécial Rapporteur o n Food 

Mr. Président, 

T h e Spécial Rapporteur on Food in his preliminary note on the mission to China (15 - 23 December 2010) noted that 
"nomadic herders in the wes te rn provinces and autonomous régions, especially in the T ibe t (Xizang) and Inner Mongolia 
Au tonomous Régions also face increasing pressure on their access to land". T h e Spécial Rapporteur fur ther recommended 
the Chinese authorit ies that "herders should not, as a resuit of the measures adopted under the tu imu huancao (English: 
removing animais to g row grass) policy, be put in a situation w h e r e they have no other opt ions than to sell their herd and 
resett le." 

Mr. Président, 

At the 2006 International Conférence on Poverty Réduction and the Important Rôle for International Coopérat ion in 
Sichuan province, international development agencies repor ted that Tibetan nomads have been coercively removed , 
excluded f r o m their rangelands and made to settle in rows of houses in rigid lines f r o m the watershed, wi th no livelihoods, 
little compensat ion and nothing to do but watch télévision. 

Mr Président, 

Let me share here what Shang Lashi, a résident at a reset t lement centre in Yushu , had said "If I could go back to herding, I 
wou ld . But the land has been taken by the state and the livestock has been sold off so w e are stuck here. It's hopeless. W e 
w e r e promised jobs. But there is no work . W e live on the 3,000 yuan a year al lowance, but the officiais deduct money f rom 
that for the housing, which was supposed to be f ree." 

Mr. Président, 

W e wou ld also like to draw attent ion of this council and in part icularSR on Food that o n 17 January this year the China's 
officiai X inhua News agency quoting Mr. Padma Choling, Chairman of the Chinese régional government w h o said that a 
total of about 300,000 families involving 1.43 million T ibetan nomads and farmers had been moved into new or f ixed 
sett lement homes. He fur ther said that another 185,500 families are expected to m o v e into new homes by 2013. 

Mr. Président, 

China being a party to the International Covenant on Economie, Social and Cultural Rights and the Convent ion on 
Biodiversity must fulfill its obligations to ensure that depriv ing any people f rom its means of subsistence and acknowledges 
the importance of indigenous communit ies as guarantors and protectors of biodiversi ty. 

Since the ve ry survival of T ibetan nomad's traditional w a y of life and livelihood is at stake, w e wou ld like to urge Spécial 
Rapporteur to pay close attent ion on this issue and urge the Spécial Rapporteur to request a fol low-up visit wh ich include 
schedule to see those affected Tibetan nomads. W e are, of course, disappointed that the Spécial Rapporteur was not able 
to visit T ibetan areas of present-day China. 

Thank y o u . 
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