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, • • emerging issues , . . ! 

Thank you Madam Chair, members of the Permanent Forum, Special Rapporteur, and 
distinguished representatives: 

Madam Chair, my name is Pamela Xiong, fiiture dialogue of social and economic issues 
cannot fully be discussed and collaborated with Thailand and Laos if these countries do not 
take steps to correct the problems in their countries as following: • • . 

Currently, there are more than 500 Indigenous Hmong refugees scattered throughout 
Thailand, which includes the 158 held in a detention center near Nong Khai. Each has 
already been deemed persons of concerns by the UNHCR, and has been approved for 
resettlement to the U.S., Australia, and Netherlands. However, the resettlement process is 
being compromised with accusations by the Thai and Lao governments that these persons 
are illegal economic migrants. 

In addition, the Thai government is refusing third party screening the 5,000 refugees 
remaining in Petchubuan Province. Thailand has solely been screening them, and has 
classified all as illegal economic migrants, and has planned to repatriate all of them to 
Laos. According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, under Article 14(a), 
Thailand is obligated to allow Indigenous Hmong refugees to seek political asylum 
through its country. 

Doctors without Borders has suspended its assistance to the Indigenous Hmong refugees :. 
in the Huay Nam Khao camp due to Thailand's manipulative tactics towards the refugees 
in forcing them to return to Laos. . :. \ . , 
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In Laos, the government does not allow international journalists or any international ^ 
agencies to document allegations of abuse of the Indigenous Hmong still hiding in the 
jungles. Currently, there are more than 13,000 Hmong still hiding, many of which are ; 
women and children. News journalists from BBC news, Al Jazeera, New York Times, : 
and Times Magazine, all of whom secretly trekked into the jungles, has compiled 
countless evidence proving that the Laotian military still hunt the Hmong. Since 
revealing these graphic and first-hand reports from recent years, the doors to outside 
media have been increasingly difficult to open,, and reports inside Laos confirm the same 
problems, and harm continues to persist. 

During 2007, Amnesty International's report confirmed violence against Hmong 
Indigenous in Laos, including massacres of women and children by the Laotian military. 
Yet, Lao PDR continues to deny such activities exist and disallow full investigations. 

Since January of this year, 121 Hmong in the jungles have been killed or died from 
starvation by way of Laotian military abuse. . 

Therefore, Madame Chairperson, members of the Permanent Forum, and UN Special 
Rapporteur, in order to comply and achieve UN MDGs, we would like to recommend 
the following: 

1) Please send a U.N. Special Rapporteur to verify these abuse claims from the 
Indigenous Hmong hiding in the jungles of Laos; . 

2) To encourage the UN mission in Laos to collaborate with other parts of the UN 
community to access Laos to verify these .concerns; 

3) Have dialogue with the Lao government to allow third party monitoring for the 
returned refugees from Thailand, and allow these returnees to receive international 
assistance for at least 36 months; 

4) Have dialogue with the Lao government to ensure humanitarian needs are met for the 
Hmong in-hiding and in remote areas; 

5) Have dialogue with the Thai government to allow UNHCR to provide proper 
screening of the remaining Hmong Lao refugees in Thailand; 

6) Have dialogue with Thailand to allow international assistance back into the camp as 
soon as possible to prevent any tragedies, and; 

7) Have dialogue with the Thai government to allow resettlement to those whom 
already have been recognized by UNHCR, as persons of concern. 

Again, thank you very much for your attention to the Hmong Lao crises. , ' 


