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Statements by Amy Kalili of Mokuola Honua: Center for Indigenous Language Excellence 
 
Iā ʻoe e ka Luna Hoʻomalu ʻo Alvaro Esteban Pop, iā ʻoukou nā lālā a pau o kēia ʻAha ʻŌiwi o 
Nā Aupuni Hui Pū ʻIa, a pēia pū iā ʻoukou e koʻu mau hoa kākoʻo ʻōiwi a puni ka honua, aloha 
nui kākou! 
 
ʻO au ʻo Amy Kalili, he koa kūpaʻa o ka ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi e kū haʻahaʻa ana i mua o kēia ʻaha me 
kēia mau manaʻo a noi a mākou nā limahana lawelawe i ka ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi a me nā ʻōlelo ʻōiwi 
hoʻi o nā ʻāina like ʻole e ʻākoakoa ana ma lalo o Mokuola Honua. 
 
To you Mister Chair, members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and all of you my 
indigenous ʻohana from around the world, aloha nui. My name is Amy Kalili and I humbly sit 
here before you all as a steadfast advocate not only for the Hawaiian language but for those of 
my comrades who are working together via our newly developed Mokuola Honua: Center for 
Indigenous Language Excellence. 
 
While the Center is in its infancy stages, having just been formed less that a year ago, we are 
excited to already be directly addressing several of the recommendations that came forth from 
the Expert Group Meeting on Indigenous Languages this past January, most clearly the last two 
posed to Indigenous Peoples calling for the establishment of this very kind of network by 
participants of the EGM. 
 
I was honored to participate as the expert from the Pacific region and engage with individuals 
and organizations passionate about preserving and revitalizing our languages. Many of us are 
intimately familiar with the dire statistics we face regarding language loss, but we push forward 
with resolve to bring back our languages not just for language sake but because we know that our 
very life force, our traditional ways of being, and ultimately the solutions to sustainable 
development of ourselves and our ʻāina, or our place, are all codified in these languages. 
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Mokuola Honua there fore humbly recommends that a member, or members, of the forum 
with experience, insight and relationships with language initiatives compile a report before next 
year’s forum working with community networks like Mokuola Honua to further investigate and 
identify specific strategies for implementation of the recommendations that are to be officially 
adopted from the EGM report. Individual communities and networks like Mokuola Honua can 
continue to strengthen efforts to address the recommendations to Indigenous Peoples and we 
already see those happening. We request however that this report focus on both the 
recommendations to States and the UN itself to begin laying out a pathway for communities to 
effectively advocate for and engage in the implementation and execution of even those 
recommendations. 
 
Mokuola Honua also recommends that this same report or even a subsequent report be 
completed on a sampling of States perhaps, home to indigenous language revitalization 
initiatives, to assess what States have done thus far to promote language efforts and thereby 
better identify and articulate specific measures States should take in order to effectively 
implement the recommendations being put forth from the EGM. 
 
Mokuola Honua applauds the UNPFII for having held another EGM on this critical issue and 
now the issue before us is to keep this dialogue going and top of mind here in this very venue. 
We saw important recommendations come forth from the first EGM on Indigenous Languages in 
2008 but as time passed, the discussion seemed to wane a bit and we at the Mokuola Honua 
Center want to do what we can and work with the forum to help ensure that that does not happen 
again. 
 
To that end, we want to ensure that the language discussion continues as we move into this Item 
4 relative to the six mandated areas as our indigenous languages are inherent to all of those areas. 
We bring these recommendations from the growing collective that Mokuola Honua represents, 
that includes individuals whose life’s work is the hands-on work in communities with families to 
raise new generations of speakers, to linguists and scholars, educational institutions, indigenous 
media initiatives, coalitions of immersion educators, and foundations supporting this work. I also 
humbly speak today for the many other who came to our side event just this past Monday, a 
group of 60-70 people who shared an obvious passion and commitment to our languages. 
 
A no laila e ko kēia ʻAha ʻŌiwi o Nā Aupuni Hui Pū ʻIa, me kēlā nō au e waiho ai i kēia mau noi 
haʻahaʻa i mua o ʻoukou me ka hōʻike akuwale pū aku i ko mākou mākaukau e kōkua ma ka paʻu 
like i ka hoʻokō e like me ka hiki. 
 
So I leave these requests and recommendations before you today as well as our commitment to 
work collectively towards the implementation in the best ways we can. Mahalo for the 
opportunity to address you all today. Aloha.  


