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Madam Chair, 

During the time of  the United Nations decade for  indigenous peoples a new 
generation of  indigenous youth will grow up. 

Ten years is not such a long time when we know that our history as indigenous 
peoples is a timeless one. But for  a child that grows up to an adult it is a whole 
world changing during this time. 

Realizing that the situation we experience is different  from  the generations before, 
we, the indigenous youth, have taken the responsibility to carry out the important 
task to find  the balance between the traditions we have inherited and an adaption 
to modern times that we are a part of.  The decade that we are already in, is an 
important tool for  a whole generation to protect and develop our cultures. 

The indigenous peoples have experienced that it is possible to in a short time destroy 
something that took a very long time to build.We have to pay attention to how we use our 
time. Since we, the indigenous youth, are a bridge between the past, present and the future 
we are an important resource in this work. We are in the beginning of  the decade and it is 
essential that we the indigenous youth are allowed to participate in shaping our future.  We 
need experiences now to become good leaders of  tomorrow. 

Madam Chair, 

Please welcome the following  initiatives: 

We strongly suggest that indigenous youth are fascilitated  to participate in the 
deilibarations of  the different  working groups. Youth should be allowed 
representation in the Voluntary Fund as well as in the Advisory Group. One 
concrete matter of  engagement should be to actively support the Indigenous Youth 
Network. 

Thank you for  listening. 


