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Thank you, Madame Chair, for the opportunity to address the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous issues. The Indigenous World Uranium Summit was held in Window Rock, 
Arizona the capitol of the Navajo Nation on November 30-December 1, 2006. Over three 
hundred Indigenous Peoples from throughout the world presented testimony about 
adverse impacts of the nuclear fuel chain in their homelands. The IWUS was sponsored 
by the Seventh Generation Fund for Indian Development, an Indigenous NGO working 
directly with grassroots Indigenous communities to address ecological sustainable 
strategies for sovereignty, human rights, environmental justice, cultural revitalization and 
sacred site protection for Indigenous Nations. The Laguna Acoma Coalition for a Safe 
Environment, as one of the lead sponsoring organizations of the IWUS submits this 
intervention on Agenda Item 3, Under the Special Theme: Lands, Resources and 
Territories, under the mandated issue of Environment, with the following signatories, 

The Seventh Generation Fund for Indian Development, Eastern Navajo Dine Against 
Uranium Mining (ENDAUM) Dineh Bidziil Coalition, Haaku Water Office of Acoma 
Pueblo, Black Mesa Water Coalition, Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN), 
International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), Western Shoshone Defense Project, Nuclear 
Free Future Award, Sierra Club's Environmental Justice Office in Flagstaff, and 
Southwest Research and Information Center. 

Agency sponsors of the Navajo Nation included: Office of the President of the Navajo 
Nation, Office of the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council, Navajo Nation 
Environmental Protection Agency, Abandoned Mine Lands Reclamation Department, 
Navajo Division of Health, Navajo Division of Social Services, and Department of 
Resource Enforcement/Navajo Rangers. 

Individuals, organizations from Indigenous Nations and Indigenous National 
representatives from Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, India, Japan, the United 
States, and Vanatu adopted by consensus the Declaration of the IWUS (attached hereto) 
which calls for a worldwide ban on uranium mining, processing, enrichment, fuel use 
weapons testing and deployment, and nuclear waste dumping on Indigenous Peoples 
Lands. 

At this critical time of intensifying nuclear threats to our Mother Earth and all life 
national governments, multi-national corporations are promoting a "nuclear renaissance" 
as a solution to world dependency on oil and to global climate change. In the United 
States the administration's Global Nuclear partnerships announced in 2006, envisions 



large expansion of nuclear power worldwide (except in a few targeted nations such as 
Iran). 

Another major concern of Indigenous Peoples worldwide is the large increase of uranium 
on the world market now at an all time high of $113.00 U.S. dollars per pound. This 
intensifies the environmental injustices that exist in Australia, Namibia, India, Canada, 
southern Africa and various parts of thefrjrmer Soviet Union, due to relatively, cheap 
production prices and generally meager government regulation and under funded citizen 
opposition. 

Currently a relatively small number of private and government-controlled companies now 
produce uranium and own or control vast amounts of uranium ore. There are also large 
volumes of secondary sources such as government controlled uranium especially in the 
U.S. and the former Soviet Union from the thousands of nuclear weapons developed 
during the Cold War and the uranium stockpiled for further production and left from 
weapons development. The conclusion drawn by Indigenous Peoples is that there is no 
shortage of uranium and no real need for the large scale mining that is threatening our 
lands and territories. While some companies and their stock holders may benefit 
economically from the new uranium boom there are again many victims of the 
devastation of land, air and water and major cancerous health problems for people, 
livestock and all living relatives that accompanies new uranium development despite the 
fact that thousands of abandoned mines and mills have not been reclaimed that currently 
exist on Indigenous Peoples lands and territories. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

As Indigenous participants of the IWUS we are exercising the free prior and informed 
consent principle by recommending the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues accept 
the Declaration of the Indigenous World Uranium Summit in its full text as a unified 
statement of the above Indigenous organizations and Indigenous Nations. 

DECLARATION OF THE INDIGENOUS WORLD URANIUM SUMMIT 
We, the Peoples gathered at the Indigenous World Uranium Summit, at this critical time 
of intensifying nuclear threats to Mother Earth and all life, demand a worldwide ban on 
uranium mining, processing, enrichment, fuel use and weapons testing and deployment, 
and nuclear waste dumping on Indigenous lands. Past, present and future generations of 
Indigenous Peoples have been disproportionately affected by the international nuclear 
weapons and power industry. The nuclear fuel chain poisons our people, land, air, and 
waters and threatens our very existence and our future generations. Nuclear power is not 
a solution to global warming. Uranium mining, nuclear energy development and 
international agreements (e.g., the recent U.S.-India nuclear cooperation treaty) that 
foster the nuclear fuel chain violate our basic human rights and fundamental natural laws 
of Mother Earth, endangering our traditional cultures and spiritual well being. We 
reaffirm the Declaration of the World Uranium Hearing in Salzburg, Austria in 1992, that 
"uranium and other radioactive materials must remain in their natural location." Further, 
we stand in solidarity with the Navajo Nation for enacting the Dine Resources Protection 
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Act of 2005, which bans uranium mining and processing and is based on the fundamental 
laws of the Dine. And we dedicate ourselves to a nuclear free future. Indigenous Peoples 
are connected spiritually and culturally to our Mother the Earth. Accordingly, we endorse 
and encourage development of renewable energy resources that sustain-not destroy-
Indigenous lands and the Earth's ecosystems. In tribute to our ancestors, we continue 
centuries of resistance against colonialism. We recognize the work, courage, dedication, 
and sacrifice of those individuals from Indigenous Nations and from Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, Germany, India, Japan, the United States and Vanuatu, who participated 
in the Summit. We further recognize the invaluable work of those who were honored at 
the Nuclear Free Future Awards ceremony on December 1, 2006. And we will continue 
to support activists worldwide in their nonviolent efforts to stop uranium development. 
We are determined to share the knowledge we have gained at this summit with the world. 
In the weeks and months ahead, we will summarize and disseminate the testimonies, 
traditional Indigenous knowledge, and medical and scientific evidence that justify a 
worldwide ban on uranium development. We will enunciate specific plans of action at the 
local, national, and international levels to support Native resistance to the nuclear fuel 
chain. And we will pursue legal and political redress for all past, current and future 
impacts of the nuclear fuel chain on Indigenous Peoples and their resources. 
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