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Madame Chairperson 

Australia strongly supports the International Decade of  the World's Indigenous People as an 
opportunity to promote the rights of  indigenous peoples and to focus  the attention of  the 
international community on their situations. Australia is committed to working with the United 
Nations and in partnership with indigenous peoples to promote successful  outcomes to the 
Decade. 

The Decade theme is "Indigenous People: Partnership in Action". The Decade must be based 
on true partnership, with the aim of  fostering  new relationships between states and indigenous 
peoples and between the international community and indigenous peoples. These new 
relationships must be equitable, and based on mutual respect. 

Australia has taken a lead role in the drafting  of  resolutions on the Decade at the UN General 
Assembly and the Commission on Human Rights, and will continue to take a close interest in 
the Decade and in all issues relating to indigenous rights. 

The success of  the Decade will depend in part on the contributions and initiatives of  the United 
Nations specialised agencies, functional  commissions and other UN organisations. We 
consider that the Decade, together with this Working Group and the Working Group on the 
Draft  Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous Peoples, are major vehicles for  the promotion of 
the rights and interests of  indigenous peoples internationally. 

Australia's national indigenous peoples organisation, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission (ATSIC), has the responsibility for  co-ordination, planning and implementation of 
Decade activities in Australia. An important objective of  these activities is to increase 
awareness of  indigenous rights and concerns among the wider community. Australians 
generally are developing a better appreciation of  the depth and diversity of  Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultures, histories, aspirations and concerns, as well as their contributions 



to the richness of  Australian society. Decade activities will help ensure that this process is 
consolidated in the years to come. 

Australia has a process of  reconciliation between indigenous peoples and non-indigenous 
Australians which will continue until the year 2001, three years before  the end of  the Decade. 
A National Week of  Reconciliation has been included in the domestic calendar. A feature  of 
the reconciliation process so far  has been the constructive discussions in key sectors of  the 
Australian community. Decade activities will complement and reinforce  reconciliation 
processes, providing focus,  occasions, and opportunities to ensure that there is support for  and 
undertanding of  indigenous issues throughout Australian society. 

The Australian Government will continue to support its indigenous peoples in achieving 
appropriate recognition in international forums.  Australia is commited to the adoption by the 
General Assembly of  a meaningful  Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous Peoples. Australia 
also supports the ongoing consideration of  the proposal for  a permanent forum  for  indigenous 
peoples in the UN system. 

Madame Chairperson 

The International Decade can make a real and lasting contribution to the lives of  indigenous 
peoples all around the world and can help to bring about significant  improvements to their 
enjoyment of  human rights and to their economic, social and cultural well-being. The Decade 
activities can educate and sensitise governments and non-indigenous people to the concerns of 
indigenous peoples. The international community should use the Decade as a framework  for 
action to bring the world's indigenous peoples out of  the shadow of  oppression and 
marginalisation. 

Thank you, Madame Chairperson. 


