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The Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban 
Declaration and programme of Action met in Geneva from the 26 January to 6 February 

As an organization accredited to the World Conference Against Racism the Indigenous 
Peoples and Nations Coalition made it clear the United States of America walked out of 
the WCAR and denies that it has any obligation to implement the Declaration and the 
Programme of Action. We pointed out that the United States of America signed and 
ratified the Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination but made 
reservations and declarations that make it virtually impossible to combat racism. It 
further claims that its Constitutions and domestic systems are sufficient to deal with 
racism. I pointed out that there are serious deficiencies that perpetuate due to the 
unresolved racism. Most appalling are the doctrines of superiority that is essentially the 
political platform for creating the regime, state of Alaska. The state was founded upon the 
United States Supreme Court decision that the land is for the race 1 . The United States 
answers to no one but itself. There is no entity willing to challenge the blatant 
institutional racism that is prevalent in the United States that are clear violations of the 
Charter of the United Nations. In this regard, there needs to be a plan to cut through the 
insulation that States create by placing declarations and reservations to international 
instruments for violations of human rights. 

For the most part, the Experts invited to present their views at this Working Group gave 
very insightful contributions. The Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of 
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance of the Commission 
on Human Rights pointed out that "Education often served as a vehicle for racism. 
Theories of racism were historically constructed to yield benefits to certain groups and 
were a significant instrument of power. Mr. Diene believed that the teaching of history 
was necessarily the cornerstone of deconstructing racism. Telling the truth about 
history.. .constitutes.. .a prerequisite for reconstructing race relations. 

1 348 U.S. 272 footnote 18 
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The Indigenous Peoples and Nations Coalition and the Indigenous World Association are 
actively working on a plan to include a study and follow-up plan to implement the 
provisions of the World Conference Against Racism. There is growing support for this 
follow-up plan. We recommend that the WGIP work with Indigenous Peoples on this 
developing project to support more substantively a partnership in realizing the 
Declaration and Programme of Action to implement all provisions of the WCAR. 

In the address from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Acting High 
Commissioner to the Commission on Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan made a 
recommendation for additional complementary standards against discrimination. One 
important recommendation was the need for and international declaration to counter 
discrimination against indigenous populations. Indigenous Peoples and Nations Coalition 
fully supports this recommendation. 

The Indigenous Peoples and Nations Coalition recommended that Indigenous experts be 
invited to present papers to the next Intergovernmental Working Group on the effective 
implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. 

We believe these recommendations will assist in building a foundation of support to 
bolster the political will that is needed to draw support from States to implement the 
WCAR Programme and Action and to combat racism in general. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 


