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Som kurup Lok Srey athipadei, Madam Chair. 

We echo the engagement standard expressed so far by Bolivia, South Africa and other permanent 

members for an inclusive, equal and full participation of indigenous people.   

The Khmer-Krom people are not an issue, we are indigenous people, therefore we support the call for the 

name change of the UNPFII to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Rights by Chief Wilton Little 

Child.  

The KKF supports the upcoming World Conference of Indigenous People, and we hope the government 

of Vietnam make the positive move to replace the term “ethnic minority” with “indigenous peoples” in 

respect of who we are leading up to and during the WCIP. 

The KKF would like to make following recommendations for future work: 

1. Recommend that states undertake actions to incorporate culturally appropriate material in education to 

ensure that indigenous people can safeguard their culture, transmit their history and preserve their 

identity.  We thank Republic of South Africa for sharing those practices and urging other member states 

to do the same. We like to specifically urge Vietnam to adopt these practices. 

2. To achieve an inclusive and effective equal participation of indigenous people in the matters that 

concerns them, we ask for Vietnam to help fund and implement capacity building projects in indigenous 

community, including the contribution of voluntary funds to the UNPFII so that indigenous people from 

the region can come and participate - the most basic capacity starts with knowing that one has RIGHTs to 

begin with.  

3. Request the Permanent Forum members to identify which Members States have not recognized its 

indigenous peoples and have a round table discussion on how and when will such recognition occur. We 

encourage the coordination of an expert workshop among all impacted indigenous peoples and the states 

still challenging the current consensus. 

4. Consensus from states to create an indigenous affairs institution accessible to indigenous people at 

local level. The institution will help promote dialogue between indigenous people and the state to help 

promote and protect indigenous rights.  

5. We emphasize right to free, prior informed consent to development and projects that takes place in our 

community. To avoid suffering of the separation and uproot of our people from our homes and further 

complicate our social and economic situations.   

Thank You, 


