
- fU^J^n AM*\o& 

Statement to the 6th Session 
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

United Nations Headquarter, New York 
14 - 27 May 2007 

Social and Economic Development 

Presented by Motarilavoa Hilda Lini, Turaga Nation on behalf of the Vanuatu Indigenous 
Peoples Forum, held from April 22 - 27, in preparation for this 6th Session on the special 
theme: Land, Territories and Natural Resources and the six mandated areas of the UN 
Permanent Forum, with special emphasis on the Millennium Development Goals, as well as 
capturing the ongoing aspirations of the indigenous peoples of the Pacific region and 
globally. The VIP Forum was organized by the Vanuatu Indigenous Peoples Bureau, funded 
by British Aid and Tanbunia Custom Bank and was hosted by the Melanesian Institute of 
Philosophy, Science and Technology, Turaga Nation in the Republic of Vanuatu. 
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Turaga Development Model 

Turaga Development Model for Economic Self-Reliance and Human Security is a community 
owned programme founded on indigenous philosophy of life, which is 'peaceful 
coexistence within the family, clans and tribes. The programme is administered by 
indigenous community governance system, leadership and authority and coordinated from 
its rural based head office at Lavatmagemb, Northeast Pentecost. "* * 

In this system, political stability is based on communal respect to peaceful coexistence and 
justice. Collective rights and freedom, community caring and sharing are prominent values 
we live for. People are in control of their everyday life through land and subsistence 
economy. Families are production units for food security and economic commodities for 
trade. Clans and tribes are our social security. 

The programme is economically dependent on land resources, indigenous currencies 
through the banking system known as Tanbunia and reserve system called Tanmarahi. It 
also has its own market/trade centre that coordinates all the sea and land resources. 

This model is taught at its own education, knowledge and skills transfer coordinating centre 
known as the 'Melanesian Institute of Philosophy, Science and Technology', which was 
officially opened in 1997 by the first Prime Minister. 

Turaga Development Model for Economic Self-Reliance and Human Security programme 
was Initiated by indigenous leaders in 1953 as a food security programme to combat alien 
plantation lifestyle that was eroding cultural community values of caring and sharing. 

By 1963 it had developed into resource mobilization for indigenous commodities and 
currencies. Because of its strong economic base, in 1970s it became a driving force behind 
the liberation movement in combating British and French colonialism. 

In 1980, Vanuatu regained independence and declared economic self-reliance as her 
national development goal in order to complete the process of decolonization and taking 
full control of national sovereignty. 

Turaga strategy then was: "We know our value systems, we know our strength, we know 
our weaknesses and we know our needs, therefore we can plan our own community 
development strategy to achieve Vanuatu's development goal". 

1983, 84 and 85, each family contributed five yams annually in appreciation for land use. 
These yams were exchanged for modern currency. By 1986 the indigenous banking system 
known as Tanbunia opened its door to the public for savings, loans and long term deposit. 
Tanbunia operates with five indigenous currencies and the national modern currency, the 
vatu. 

In 1994, Turaga's first five year development plan was launched, followed by the one in 2000 
and the third in 2005. The second five year plan was launched in 2000. Its prime focus is the 



preparation and mobilization of 80% rural communities for the declaration of economic self-
reliance/independence in 2009. 

Tanmarahi indigenous currencies reserve system was launched to monitor and value the 
indigenous currencies in 2004 as well as the registration of the labour for the monthly 
payroll and the opening of the first trade centre for the exchange of rural products and 
commodities. 

Under our own tribal parliament, indigenous governance and leadership system Turaga 
Development Model is a growing model now operating with eleven education centres, 
eleven trade centres and eleven branches of the Tanbunia indigenous bank. 

In 2006, the Happy Planet Index identified Vanuatu as the happiest country among 178 
countries, citing environment sustainability, life expectancy and basic community life 
sustenance and the contributing factors. 

This year 2007 the Vanuatu government has declared it the year of 'indigenous economy' 
recognizing the system that has sustained the indigenous population for centuries, 80 
percent of whom continue to live in it. 

Vanuatu is ready to share this model with others and learn from other indigenous 
development models of development throughout the world. 

Recommendation 
Recognising that the dominant economic system does not operate along the indigenous 
system of tribal land distribution for use; 

Acknowledging that we as indigenous peoples will never benefit from the western model of 
economy that does not make money available to every tribal member as the indigenous 
land use system; 

Further recognizing that in the western economic system, indigenous people become 
slaves their entire life by trying to access money; 

Believing that the western economic model deprives the majority of the land and modern 
currency, and continue to use it as a diving tool between the rich who are successful in 
acquiring money and the poor, who aspire to have the money by becoming slaves of the 
modern economic system all their lives. 

We declare that the western economic system is a criminal system that has robbed the 
majority in their lifetime of their human security, health and survival, contributing to the 
poverty status of human kind all over the world. 

We urge each indigenous tribes and nations to research our own economic system, which 
is founded on the principles of peaceful coexistence and develop it for use by the future 
generation. 


