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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Permanent Forum and Distinguished Delegates:

This is the ninth year that the World Bank has participated in the sessions of the United 
Nations  Permanent  Forum  on  Indigenous  Issues.  We  wish  to  thank  once  again  the 
Permanent  Forum  for  drawing  the  World  Bank’s  attention  to  various  critical  issues 
affecting Indigenous Peoples. 

The Bank has been asked to address two questions: one relating to the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the other to the application of the Bank safeguard 
policies to Forest and Climate Change operations. I will read the two questions posed to 
the Bank and will proceed to respond to them.

Question 1: Will the World Bank revise its operational policy on Indigenous Peoples to 
make it consistent with the UN declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in 
particular the rights to FPIC?
 
Response:  Whether the operational policy will be revised is a decision for the World 
Bank Board of Executive Directors.  In this regard, World Bank management has 
committed to present the Board with a review of the portfolio of World Bank-financed 
investment projects that affect Indigenous Peoples.  As part of that presentation to the 
Board, we will note that the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIPs) expressly incorporates Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC), and that 
countries continue to adopt the Declaration as witnessed last year by the Government of 
Australia and this past week by the government of New Zealand, as well as by renewed 
consideration by Canada and the US.  We will also note to the Board the view of 
Indigenous Peoples, as reflected in UNDRIPs, and of some commentators and 
stakeholders, that FPIC has become an established principle of international law and the 
term has deep resonance for all Indigenous Peoples.  

At the same time, we will also note that there is no uniformly accepted definition of 
FPIC.  For this reason, we believe that the Bank policy is not inconsistent with FPIC.  We 
also note that many of the governments that adopted the Declaration have qualified their 
endorsement on what the Declaration means in their national context.  As a multilateral 
organization, when the Bank adopts a policy, it seeks to avoid any qualifications that 
could weaken uniform application across its 186 member governments.  Finally, we are 
also aware of views concerning the aspirational nature of the Declaration, as stated, for 
example, on the Permanent Forum website. 
(http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/en/declaration.html) 

Further, our view that the current Bank operational policy on Indigenous Peoples is not 
inconsistent with the principle of FPIC is based in large part on the fact that projects that 
affect Indigenous Peoples can only proceed after there has been free, prior and informed 
consultation, coupled with broad community support of the affected Indigenous Peoples, 
as has been defined by the Indigenous community.  Please also note that in ascertaining 
this support, we can look to guidelines such as those for implementing consultation with 
Indigenous Peoples under the World Bank Forest Investment Program, developed by and 
with Indigenous Peoples leaders, and the guidelines detailed in the forthcoming 
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Guidebook on the Implementation of World Bank Policy on Indigenous Peoples, led by 
Navin Rai, World Bank Indigenous Peoples Advisor.

Question 2: Will the World Bank apply the safeguard policies, in particular the 
Indigenous Peoples policy, to the new forest and climate change funds, including the 
Forest Carbon Partnership Facility?

Response:  All investment projects financed under the FCPF and climate funds will be 
screened to determine if they have potential for impacts on Indigenous Peoples, and if 
they do, the Bank's Indigenous Peoples policy will be applied.  Of course, the proportion 
by which the policy is applied depends on the nature and degree of the impacts.  For 
example, planning activities at the upstream strategic stage might not require the same 
degree of safeguard policy application as would a project that proposes concrete 
implementation measures.  
 
If an investment project has the potential for impact, we will apply the policy based upon 
meaningful consultation with Indigenous Peoples, using the policy and guidelines for 
consultation that have been developed with the help of Indigenous Peoples, and in a 
manner that is culturally appropriate, effective, and in a fashion and form understandable 
and accessible to all potentially affected Indigenous Peoples.  

Thank you.
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