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Thank you Mr. Cha i rman. Mr. Cha i rman, I'd like also to join all those delegat ions who have О 
formally or informally congratulated you on your elect ion to chair this meet ing. I don't envy you. *чЬ 

I'd like to cast my mind back, Mr. Cha i rman, to the Wor ld Conference in V ienna nearly six years ¿T> 
ago when the idea of establ ishing a Permanent Forum was advanced for the first t ime, and 
personally Mr. Cha i rman I was not at that t ime convinced by the argument . I did not understand e>_ 
why people were br inging this forward. But s ince that t ime, Mr. Cha i rman, I have learned how ^ 
much interest there is on the part of indigenous representat ives in the work of the United 
Nations, how v igorous they are, as we 've seen today, in their part icipation in the Work ing Group 
on Indigenous Populat ions and I've come to understand the force, the driving force, that pushes 
them and has brought us to this meet ing, to consider the possibil i ty of establ ishing a Permanent 
Forum in the United Nat ions Sys tem. I think it's crit ical, Mr. Cha i rman, that we come up with a 
clear mandate for this new body. 

W e would not be in a posit ion at this t ime, frankly Mr. Cha i rman, to support some of the ideas 
which have been advanced by some delegates such as resolut ion confl ict, giving guidance and 
advice to states outside of the UN, and we also don't think it would be appropr iate, at least, 
alone, for the new body, the Permanent Forum or whatever it is, to engage in s tandard sett ing. 
The United States bel ieves that the pr imary purpose of the Permanent Forum could and should 
be to act as a focal point and provide coherent and coordinated incorporat ion of the v iews, the 
concerns, the quest ions, and the suggest ions of indigenous representat ives into the design and 
implementat ion of programs of UN bodies and organizat ions. 

I do recall, Mr. Cha i rman, the UN Conference on Envi ronment and Development , specif ically 
called for the establ ishment of a focal point within UN bodies and organizat ions; however, as the 
report of the Secretary-General demonst ra tes, incorporat ion of indigenous v iews remains 
problematic in many of those organizat ions. The United States delegat ions that worked with 
other delegat ions here to at tempt to enable the W G I P to work with UN bodies and organizat ions; 
we were p leased, we we lcomed the participation by W H O and U N E S C O at recent sessions of 
the WGIP . However , we found that somewhat one-s ided, and we feel that debate needs to be 
further s t rengthened, restructured, and made truly a two-way, so that there can be a real 
dialogue between indigenous groups and governments . And so, Mr. Cha i rman, my delegat ion 
sees the matter of incorporat ion of v iews of indigenous representat ives (in the work of) UN 
bodies as essent ia l ; that's what this is for. Whether it be through a new body that replaces the 
WGIP or through a restructured and revital ized, refocused W G I P remains to be seen. 

Thank you Mr. Cha i rman. 


