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Mr. President,

Thank you once again for allowing us to bring an IPU contribution

to your discussion on the World Conference on lndigenous

Peoples.

As part of efforts aimed at implementing the UN Declaration on

the Rights of lndigenous Peoples, the lnternational Parliamentary

Conference in Santa Cruz de la Sierra focused on three main

points, which the IPU proposes to use as a basis for its input to

the World Conference. These are: the political participation of

indigenous peoples, application of the principle of free, prior and

informed consent; and the formulation and adoption of national

action plans for implementing the UN Declaration on the Rights

of lndigenous Peoples.



As we underscored in our address last week, the participation of

indigenous peoples in political life is of paramount importance

insofar as it is the best way for indigenous peoples to genuinely

help define and formulate measures affecting their lives in all

their socio-cultural, traditional, economic and environmental

dimensions.

ln terms of representation, at the IPU we believe that a

democratic parliament should reflect the full socio-political

spectrum of society in all its diversity. Failure to respect this

premise will necessarily lead to a sense of exclusion, in itself a

potential source of socio-political instability that is detrimental to

any form of sustainable development.

It is worrying to observe that in several countries, indigenous

peoples are barely, if at all, represented in their country's

parliament despite the high proportion of the overall population

they might account for. ln such cases, their interests and needs

are not adequately taken into account. ln addition to

representation at the national level, indigenous peoples should

also effectively participate in all decision-making bodies,

including at the local and State levels of the electoral process

and in indigenous institutions.

ln view of the foregoing, the IPU recommends that the issue of

political participation be given special attention at the World

Conference and in its main conclusions. The Conference should

recommend legislative measures aimed at making it a legal



requirement for indigenous peoples to be involved at all stages of

decision-making, as is already the case in some countries. The

lnter-Parliamentary Union would therefore be able to draw on

such a recommendation in order to strengthen its action among

its Members.

Regarding the principle of free, prior and informed consent, we

consider that it is an inextricable part of the process of self-

determination of indigenous peoples, and promotes their

involvement in processes that impact their way of life, such as

the extraction of natural resources often located in their

territories.

The recommendations of the lnternational Parliamentary

Conference in Santa Cruz de la Sierra propose:

- lncorporating the principle of free, prior and informed consent

in domestic legislation and ensuring its implementation;

- Making sure that indigenous peoples are involved at all levels

of the decision-making process relating to their rights and, in

particular, implementation of the principle of free, prior and

informed consent; and

- Paying special attention to the full implementation of free, prior

and informed consent in relation to the extractive industries.

The IPU proposes that the conclusions of the World Conference

on lndigenous Peoples recommend the recognition in law of the

principle of free, prior and informed consent. lt also calls for a

recommendation that legislative action be taken with a view to



incorporating the principle in domestic legislation. We are

convinced that once it exists in law, measures can be taken to

ensure that the principle is indeed implemented.

From the moment the UN Declaration on the Rights of

lndigenous Peoples is adopted, it is recommended that national

action plans be drawn up to enable its implementation. At the

lnternational Parliamentary Conference in Santa Cruz de la

Sierra, the participants undertook to take this measure. To this

end, it was recommended that ownership of this Declaration be

viewed as a first step in its application from a parliamentary

perspective. The idea of involving parliament in multisectoral

commissions tasked with drawing up these plans was also put

forward. The IPU recommends that the conclusions of the World

Conference on lndigenous Peoples set timelines for the

formulation of these national action plans and stress the need to

involve all national stakeholders, including parliament, in this

endeavour.

Thank you.


