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The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues must seek Canada to stop 
extinguishing Aboriginal Title in Canada. The Permanent Forum must ask Canada to 
follow the recommendations of all the Human Rights bodies respecting Aboriginal Title. 
In British Columbia Aboriginal Title is a judicially recognized and constitutionally 
protected Aboriginal Right. Canada and British Columbia governments theoretically 
from a political perspective recognize Aboriginal Title but do not recognize Aboriginal 
Title on the ground in a practical way. 

In British Columbia the Canadian government operates a voluntary treaty negotiation 
process under the British Columbia Treaty Commission (BCTC). This treaty process 
may be voluntary but if you do not agree with the predetermined Canadian government 
objects of this voluntary process there is no other alternative. Your only alternative is to 
go to court. 

As of July 2006 there are 57 bands (out of 202) participating in the BCTC Treaty 
Process in 47 sets of negotiation tables. No treaties have yet been signed; in fact one 
modern treaty was rejected in March 2007. Two more Final Agreements will be voted 
on this year. All three Final Agreements are in respect to Aboriginal Title are a "carbon 
copy" of the Nisga'a Final Agreement 1999. 

The terms specifically copied from the Nisg'a Final Agreement and contained in all 
BCTC Treaty Final Agreements and Agreements-in-Principle require our peoples to 
accept. 

• Termination of Our Indian Reserves 

• Extinguish Aboriginal Title under the Modified Rights Model 
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• Constitutionally entrench 100% federal and provincial government jurisdiction 

over our territory, lands and resources 

• Modify Aboriginal Title to Estates in Fee Simple 

• Exclusive release for Canada, British Columbia and all otherjsersons from all 

claims, demands, actions or proceedings on Aboriginal Title 

• Elimination of Tax Exemption for Indian people on Indian Reserves 

In addition to making these predetermined demands on Indigenous peoples Canada has 
made Indigenous peoples make loans to fund negotiations under the BCTC Treaty 
negotiation process. The existing First Nations have borrowed approximately $298 
million dollars since 1993. One Indian Band in British Columbia that pulled out of 
treaty negotiations was sent a letter by the Department of Indian Affairs a letter telling 
them that Canada wanted to collect on the loans they borrowed including interest of 
4.297% over five years. Applying this interest rate to the $289 million dollars borrowed 
the interest accruing to the federal government would be $33 million dollar. 

This would mean that indigenous peoples would have to agree to extinguish their 
Aboriginal Title and have their loans taken off the top of any cash settlement or pay the 
exorbitant interest rate charged by Canada. In fact Canada is really the only winner in 
these negotiations. The Human Rights Committee and other human rights bodies have 
examined the existing policy of the Canadian under periodic reports made by Canada 
and have made very clear recommendations to Canada to change its existing policy on 
territories, lands and resources. It is important that Canada be reminded by the 
Permanent Forum to abide by these recommendations or be in breach of the human 
rights of indigenous in Canada. 


