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Remarks bv Mr. Richard Morsan. Director. policv and practice

Madam Chairperson, members of the Permanent Forum, representatives of Permanent Missions,
indigenous peoples organizations, UN Agencies, partner organizations, distinguished guests, ladies and
gentlemen,

UNICEF is thankful to the Permanent Forum for this opportunity to engage with it in a Comprehensive
Dialogue on measures thal can be mutually undertaken to improve upon the rights ofindigenoui children.

Let me congratulate new Forum members, including yourself, madam chairperson, on your election and
for the very encouraging and promising note on which you have begun your work.

We would also like to recall the fruitful partnership and collaboration UNICEF has had with the previous
Forum and recognize its immense contributions to the indigenous peoples agenda in many aspicts and
areas.

Furthermore, we recognize the work and complementary roles of the Special Rapporteur on the Situation
and Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples as well as that of the Expert
Mechanism on Indigenous Peoples.

Madam Chairperson,

The UN Summit on the Millennium Development Goals held in September of last year demonstrated that
the numerous challenges facing us in our pursuit of the MDGs are much more complicated than we had
realised.

In accelerating progress, we need to address disturbing new evidence of widening gaps between poor and
rich children, even in tlose countries that are making progress towards the MDGi.

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean indicates that child mortality is a full
70 per cent higher among indigenous children than non-indigenous children. The life expectancy of a



native Aboriginal child bom in Australia today is 20 years shorter than that ola non-indigenous child. In
Guatemala, more than 53 per cent of indigenous young people between the ages of l5 and 19 have not
completed primary education. compared to around 32 per cenl of non-indigenous youth.

More generally, around the world, indigenous children are less likely than other children 1o be in school
and more likely to drop out of school. Indigenous girls are at even grealer risk of being excluded from
school, while indigenous children wilh disabilities also have special challenges.

It is little wonder therefore that, indigenous children often face a lifetime of discrimination and exclusion.
deepening their disadvantages and perpetuating the cycle of poverty.

These realisations have deepened our commitment to an tiquity agenda which helps us to understand and
address the root causes of discrimination and marginalization so that children, particularly those who
suffer the worst deprivations in society, including indigenous children, have access to education, health
care, sanitation, clean water, protection and other services necessary for their survival groWh and
development.

LIlr{ICEF's field presence in over 150 countries, territories and areas, offers us an opportunity for deeper
engagement \\,ith indigenous communities and organizations.

Our organisational plan, the Medium-Term Strategic Plan (MTSP) Inrcsting in Children: rhe UNICEF
contribution lo poverty reduclion snd the Millennium Agenda (2006-2013), clearly recognizes that in
some countries, the children of indigenous populations tend to be disproportionately deprived of basic
services.

UNICEF's cooperation there seeks to benefit these children as a matter of priority. The MTSP intends to
go beyond support to specific programmes and projecls to tackling the root causes of discrimination and
exclusion against indigenous children through the enhancement ofrelevant public policies.

It identifies five focus areas that guide UNICEF's efforts in asserting the rights ofchildren in general and
indigenous children in particular: (l) Young child survival and development; (2) Basic education and
gender equality; (3) HIV, AIDS and children; (4) Child protection from violence, exploitalion and abuse

and; Policy advocacy and partnerships for children's rights.

While our engagements have varied by region, our main interventions have been in the promotion of
multicultural and bilingual education and culturally appropriate health services.

Through an evaluation ofour work on indigenous issues we undertook in 2009, we recognize that we can
do better, including in terms of building on our wealth ofexperience acquired through over 40 decades of
work in Latin America and the Caribbean.

We need to expand these experiences into other regions such as Africa and Asia, as well as establish a

more systematic and supportive structure within UNICEF for this work.



Madam Chairperson,

During its second session in 2003, the Forum made a specific recommendation 10 UNICEF to take
steps towards developing a strategic framework to guide its programming for indigenous children.

I am happy 1o inform you that after a consultation held in April of 2009 wilh a diverse group of
experts and organizations, including those with mandates covering indigenous issues, r,r,e now have a
draft strategic framework in place awaiting further consultations including with rhe Permanent Forum
this year.

We regard this Comprehensive Dialogue as an opportune moment to share our current and future work
with you so that we can be better informed of how to improve our work with and for indigenous
children.

Please allow me Madam Chair, to introduce our team.

From the Republic of congo, we have the country Representative, Ms. Marianne Flach, from the
central African Republic, we are joined by the Deputy Representalive Mr. Jeremy Hopkins and
Brigitte Stark-Merklein, Chief of Communications.

From Latin America and the Caribbean, we have our three technical officers, Ms. Esther Ruiz. Mr.
Miguel Hilario from the Regional Office and Mr. Adan Pari, the education officer of Bolivia. Let me
underscore that both Adan and Miguel are ofindigenous background.

From here at headquarters, we have Ms. Rina Gill, the Associate Director of the Division of policy
and. Practice. She manages the Gender and Rights and Civic Engagement Section which hosts
indigenous issues at the global level. She is supported by Mr. Dan Seymour, head of the Gender and
Rights Unit, Mr. Ravi Karkara who is our child participation specialists as well as Beatrice Duncan
and Nicola Brandt our two human rights specialists.

We look forward to having a fruitful dialogue with you.

Thank you.


