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Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished Ambassadors and Heads of delegations,
Distinguished members ofthe Permanent Forum and Representatives oflndigenous Peoples,
Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Since this is the first time I take the floor in the course of this session, let me join previous speakers in
extending my warmest congratulations to Chief Edward John and the other members of the Permanent
Forum for their election.

It is a great honour for me to address this august Assembly at its Eleventh Session. Last year, at its Tenth
Session, in this conference room, I drew the attention of the international community to the danger of
extinction that was threatening the indigenous peoples ofthe Republic ofCongo.

Indeed, as per the 2007 Population Census in Congo, on an overall population of 3.7 million inhabitants, the
44,000 indigenous peoples'souls represent less than 2 per cent ofthe Congolese population, down from an
estimated 10 per cent, ten years earlier. The indigenous peoples of Congo are therefore at risk in their very
existence.

With a matemal mortality rate at 781 matemal deaths for 100,000 live births, only 18 per cent of indigenous
women attending ante-natal care and only 24 per cent of them giving birth in hospitals or health centers,
with 11 per cent of indigenous adolescents knowledgeable of AIDS, combined with increased vulnerability
to sexual violence due to isolation in the forests, and beliefs and practices for giving birth contradicting
scientific medical standards, reproductive health is at the heart ofthe matter.

Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thanks to Govemment political commitment and leadership in Congo, much actions have been undertaken
since last year to reverse this situation. His Excellency, Mr. Bienvenu Okiemy, Communication Minister, in
charge of Relations with Parliament and Govemment Spokesperson, has eloquently outlined at this Session
opening ceremony the legislation passed last year by his Govemment to promote and protect indigenous
peoples' rights and address the lulnerability and discrimination they face.

The Minister also outlined yesterday at the UN press briefing, the important role played by the United
Nations Population Fund -UNFPA- in promoting indigenous peoples' rights, particularly indigenous
women's rights to sexual and reproductive health and to enjoy protection against all forms of violence and
discrimination, particularly gender-based violence.

IINFPA main objective is the reduction of maternal and inlant mortality among indigenous women and
newboms, the prevention of HIV and ol adolescent pregnancies. In order to attain these outcomes, UNFPA
contributes to legal reform processes and to the formulation of policy and legislative frameworks, and
programmes that recoglize the importance of increasing access to culturally acceptable sexual and
reproductive health services. During the upcoming Comprehensive dialogue with United Nations agencies,
on Wednesday, UNFPA will present its new strategy in this regard.

In Congo, much has been carried out indeed to concretely implement the groundbreaking law on indigenous
peoples' rights passed by Parliament in 2011. IJNFPA has been the lead support to Government for the
development of the implementation decrees of the law.

The UN Population Fund has also been instrumental within the United Nations Country Team in ensuring
that the 2012 national budget included appropriate financial clauses for the implementation olthe law.

2



Within the UN Country Team, UNFPA is a key actor of one of the first proposals submitted to the UN
Indigenous Peoples Parhrership Trust Fund, approved in December 2011. This initiative is cunently being
implemented jointly by the United Nations, indigenous peoples and Govemrnent with the purpose of
accelerating the implementation of the law. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the donors ofthe
Trust Fund, including the Govemment of Finland, for their generosity and support to this initiative.

Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As legislative elections will be held in July 2012 in Congo, it is my pleasure to report that UNFPA is
working closely with Congolese indigenous women, civil society, parliamentarians, local authorities and the

Congo Govemment, with the financial support of the US Govemment, on an innovative programme aimed
at enhancing indigenous women's participation in policy-decision making processes, ensuring that they will
be able to vote in July 2012 and in the 2013 local elections, and that some ofthem are prepared to run for
election and to join campaign trails.

This is part of the national Govemment effort to protect indigenous peoples' political and civil rights as per
the new legislation, and in compliance with the UN Declaration on Indigenous Peoples' Rights. And I wish
to take this opporhrnity to thank the US Govemment and its Ambassador in Congo, His Excellency Mr.
Christopher W. Murray, for their confidence in UNFPA in leading this groundbreaking programme.

Through this initiative, we hope not only to help indigenous peoples to enjoy the full benefit of their
citizenship, political and civil rights, but also to allow indigenous women to reach greater social and

economic autonomy.

Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Republic of Congo now benefits from a constitutional and legislative framework that guarantees equal
rights to all citizens in the country. The new law for the protection of the Congolese indigenous peoples
rights is a tuming point in the relationship between Govemment and indigenous peoples. It is fully restoring
equal rights among all citizens, lost since the colonization, but only proclaimed with the independence, not
only on paper, but in the daily life ofall Congolese indigenous peoples.

We trust that the successful partnership between the Congo Govemment, indigenous peoples and the United
Nations Population Fund on protecting indigenous peoples' rights can serve as a model for the African
continent and beyond. Within the context of its new strategy, IINFPA will be an active member of the IIN
Country Teams to provide assistance to Afiican Governments on this issue. In Congo, we will vigorously
continue to support the Govemment leadership at the continental level on this matter.

In closing Mr. Chairperson, let me reassure you and the Permanent Forum members, that UNFPA and the
entire UN Country Team are working closely with Govemment to ensure that additional milestones and
concrete results are reached prior to the hosting by Congo of the 2013 pre-session of the Forum. In this
regard, we wish to express our appreciation and thanks to the Forum members and especially its outgoing
Chairperson, Ms. Myma Cunningham, as well as the Head of the Forum Secretariat, Ms. Chandra Roy-
Henriksen, for their leadership and support.

I thank you for your kind attention.


