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Mr. Chairman, 
Members and observers participating in the Working Group, 

Thank you for allowing me to speak under this agenda item in my capacity of 

Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous 

Populations. With this statement I wish to update you on recent developments 

concerning the Fund. 

As you know, the General Assembly established the United Nations Voluntary 

Fund for Indigenous Populations in 1985 to assist representatives of indigenous 

communities and organizations in participating in the deliberations of this Working 

Group by means of voluntary contributions from Governments, non-governmental 

organizations and other private or public entities. The General Assembly also 

established a Board of Trustees, composed of UN experts nominated by the Secretary-

General, to analyze admissible applications and provide advice on the allocation of 

grants. 

At its 17 t h session in March 2004, after having analyzed 266 admissible 

applications received, the Board recommended and the High Commissioner for 



Human Rights approved on behalf of the Secretary-General the allocation of 47 travel-

grants for representatives of indigenous communities and organizations for an amount 

of about USS154,000. The list of beneficiaries is available in the Note by the 

Secretariat to this Working Group on the Fund (E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2004/8). I 

warmly welcome the beneficiaries of the Fund present at this session. 

In 1995, the General Assembly decided that the Fund should also assist 

representatives of indigenous communities and organizations to participate in the 

deliberations of the open-ended inter-sessional Working Group of the Commission on 

Human Rights established by the Commission in its resolution 1995/32, as endorsed 

by the Economic and Social Council on 25 July 1995. At its annual session, the Board 

had received 35 admissible applications and recommended 13 travel grants for 

indigenous representatives to attend the 10 t h session of the Working Group on the 

draft Declaration for an amount of about USS56,000. 

The mandate of the Fund was further expanded by General Assembly in 2001 

by deciding that the Fund should also provide assistance to representatives of 

indigenous organizations and communities to attend, as observers, the sessions of the 

newly established Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 

I would like to thank regular donors and new donors for having contributed to 

the Fund in 2004 allowing the Board of Trustees to recommend a total of 106 travel 

grants this year. 

As Mr. Mahiou already mentioned in his statement before I would also like 

to inform you about the conclusions and recommendations from the Technical 

Seminar to evaluate the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations and the UN 

Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of the World's Indigenous People, held 

in Geneva last week. During this Seminar, it was stressed that the Fund represented a 

concrete expression of partnership with indigenous peoples by involving them in the 

decision-making processes of the United Nations and that it contributed to the 

empowerment of indigenous peoples by enabling them to promote and protect their 

rights. We recommend that the General Assembly proclaim a second Decade and that 

the mandate of the Decade Fund be extended under the coordination of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights. We also believe after discussion that we should 

retain two separate Funds, we consider this in the best interest of indigenous peoples. 



We think it is indispensable that the new High Commissioner has at her disposal 

funds to promote the rights of indigenous peoples. 

Taking into consideration the number of requests received in 2004 to attend, 

the Working Group on Indigenous Populations, the Working Group on the draft UN 

declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples and the Permanent Forum and that the 

Board recommended for expenditure almost all the money available in the Fund at its 

17 , b session in 2004, the Fund would need an amount of USS777,Q00 before the next 

session of the Board of Trustees scheduled to take place in February 2005. 


