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One of the most serious problems the indigenous populations in India suffer from is the alienation 

of land from indigenous populations to non-indigenous populations. The alienation has been 

through various means such as fraud, deceit, indebtedness etc. Indeed this has been the cause of 

serous conflict between indigenous and indigenous populations. Legislative and administrative 

measures have been worked out with a view to stop such alienation. However whereas it ihas 

succeeded in restraining the scale of alienation., these have not been able to stop the process of 

alienation that has been going for centuries. Wheras there has been some check on alienation of 

lands from indigenous to non -indigenous populations, the alienation of land by state sponsored 

projects has been going on unabated. Indeed the state often taking resort to coercive and violent 

measures with a view to secure land of the indigenous population for rindustrial, irrigation and 

other similar projects. 

There are no other communities in India that have been as adveresely affected by the state and 

non-state projects as the indigenous communities in India. Even among the indigenous 

communities, it is the indigenous populations, known popularly as the Adivusis, which have been 

the worst affected. It is estimated that that out of ¡8.5 million affected by different development 

projects, 75 per cent are stated to be the adivasis. 
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Notwithstanding the constitutional and legal provisions for preserving and protecting the interest 

of the indigenous populations and loftly claims by the state in this regard, the overiding and 

persistent feature of the state policy and programmes in the region inhabited by indigenous 

peoples in region and Jharkhand region in particular has been one of oppression and 

destabilization of the indigenous population by state and non state undertaking projects. 

In view of the long historry and scale of displacements that have been going on in the post-

independence era, the indigeous population in India in general and Jharkhand region in particular 

are today very agitated about any project that is aimed at displacing indigenous peoples.Indeed 

such projects now cause a wave of resentment among the indigenous populations. The indignation 

and resentmen these days is much more intense than in the past. Hence there has been increasing 

confrontation and conflcit between indigenous people on the one hand and state and non-

indigenous population on the other.The indigenous peoples now defy projects not only on the 

ground of displacement but also on ethical, legal, cultural and also ecological ground. 

Given the situation such as this, working out an amiable solution has become a distant dream. 

From the point of view of the indigenous populations, the solution does not seem to lie in legal 

solutions. After all despite constitutional and legal provision, these have not worked in the interest 

of the indigenous peoples.Solution to these problems from the perspective of the indigenous 

peoples lies in permanently disbanding such projects. Alternative route to the resolution of the 

conflict is coniigent on the state,s initiative and proposal. Unfortunately such initiative is not 

forthcoming. The state is reluctant to to make any sort of committment. It refuses to state that 

displacemet is not stipulated or alternatively that adequate and comprehensive resettlemnt 

package has been worked out. 
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