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The Karenni is the smallest state in Burma. There is an indigenous people made up 14 
sub-tribes. Kayah is the largest tribes among them. However, the most well known is the 
Kayan, which outsiders often refere to as long neck or giraffe women tribes, who are 
being popular for tourism in the northern part of Thailand. The total of the Karenni 
population is about 300,000. As the theme of this year is indigenous people and conflict 
resolution, the case of the Karenni is suitable to the theme. 

Since, the time of de-colonization after the independence from Britain in 1948, the 
Karenni people have been in conflict with the Burmese military troops invasion in the 
Karenni state. The main course of conflict was made by the fact that Burmese 
government once promised the right of self-determination to the Karenni people 
according to the 1947 Panglong agreement and broke it. 

The Burmese military forces have been carrying out systematically to destroy the Karenni 
cultures, traditions, language, and the large areas of natural resources. 

What the Burmese regime has done to the Karenni indigenous people have in common 
with those in other countries, such as Columbia, and Iran. That is to say forced labor, 
relocations, extra-judicial arrest, imprisonment and so on. . . 

Due to these abuses and to the difficult living condition rampant in the Karenni state, 
22,000 people have fled to the Thailand border as refugees. In addition, about 50,000 
Karenni Internally Displaced People are still hiding in the jungles and struggling for their 
survival till present time without getting any media access to the Karenni situation. 

Mr. Chairman has said that the main purpose of the WGIP is warning and raising 
awareness among the governments and the peoples about the situation of the indigenous 
peoples. 

To resolve the conflict between the Karenni indigenous people and the Burmese military 
government. 

I would kindly like to urge human rights officers, activists and governments to pressure 
the Burmese government to comply with international standards of human rights to 
promote and protect fundamental rights such as civil and political rights, as well as 
economic, social and cultural rights for Karenni people. 

From this point of view. I support the 106 I h paragraph of Mr. Chamman. However, the 
important point is that, how much we can activate this paragraph? 

Thank you very much for your attention Mr. Chairman 
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