
From
Charleton J. C. Nightwalker
801 S. 7th ST, #2
Tacoma, WA 98405
ladypalouse@centurylink.net

To"

United Nations
405 E. 42na ST.

New York, NY 10017

April 12, 2018

To Honored Representatives Of The United Nations Permanent Indigenous Forum,

Thank you for the honor in allowing me to attend this forum, to represent my People,
The Aborignal Snake River Palouse Tribe, of the territory known as the Snake River, of
Washington State, USA.

My name is Chief Chow-Wow-What-Thii-Yuk; My English name is: Charleton Jesse
Nightwalker; I am a hereditary Chief of the Palouse People.

I come here today in honor of my ancestors - my Grandmother, Mary Jim Chapman
and my Mother, Carrie Chapman Shuster, honored Matriarchs of the Palouse People &
Keepers of the Bones of our ancestors, of that which our People who have been verified
to exist on the Snake River for over 14,000 years.

In the summer of 1959, the United States Army Corp of Engineers, removed our
People wrongfully off our Aboriginal land, displacing us with the promise of
concessions to compensate our tribe for the loss of our land, our homes, our sustenance,
our habitat and our culture ceased to exist; the only thing we have left is our familial
traditions. They moved us to the Yakama Nation, in Yakima County, Washington and
many other Nations throughout Eastern Washington, Idaho & Oregon. An archeological
team removed the bones of our ancestors offthe land & shipped them all over the
country and the world for verification of their scientific inquiry.
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In this move, we were not compensated; We never received recognition; We were
forced to be assimilated as Yakama Indians; We were and still are, essentially homeless
without our nation or land; This was all done with permission given by the Confederated
Tribes of the Colville & Yakama Nations, in Pasco, Washington. As a Chief of the
Snake River Palouse People, my Great Grandfather, Fish-Hook Jim: Him-Sue-Sok-Kii,
was given a handshake with a verbal agreement, to be receive land & homes, to



rehabituate our People in their forced relocation; this agreement was to last for 50
years(2010) and we were to be returned to our habitat. My relatives were refused by the
tribe, to be accepted as members of the tribe, we were forced to reside within their
territory; We were not enrolled Yakama members, nothing was given in compensation,
no land, no homes, no funding; my Great Uncle then permitted my Grandmother & her
children to use a home of his to keep us from being disenfranchised and essentially
homeless.

We are praying for the United Nations Permanent Indigenous Forum to assist the
Palouse People in restoring our People back to our original lands of existence since time
immemorial. The Palouse People request the removal of Dams on the Snake River,
which have caused the extinction, a consistent decline in species numbers of and the
endangerment of Wild Fish & Salmon species- Willaps Sturgeon, etc.; The hatcheries,
used as an alternative to free flowing natural water, breeds diseased fish that must be
destroyed, numbering in the millions. The loss of electricity created from the breaching
of the dams, the restoration and removal, would only result in a 1% deficit of electrical
energy created in Washington State, as many other sustainable energy sources are
currently being used as green energy. See attached article from the Audubon Magazine
of May 1993 & the current statistics of Salmon provided by.

We ask for this assistance, to help us restore not only the numbers of endangered
species of fish, but to also restore the existence of our Palouse People to the land to
whence we came from. We were promised after 50 years, our culture on our lands
would be restored, we desire this. We are still waiting for the promise to be fulfilled. In
the past, we have approached many in the Senate & State to fulfill this promise, Senators
Henry (Scoop) Jackson & Senator Magneson, both assured us, this would be done.

Thank you for this honored time, acknowledging our story and to ask for assistance for
our Indigenous People of the Snake River Palouse.

Respectfully,

Chief Charleton(Jess) Chapman Nightwalker
Snake River Palouse


