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SECOND SESSION. OF THE PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES', MAY 2003 

COLLECTIVE STATEMENT OF THE PACIFIC CAUCUS ON CULTURE 

BY KAIWIPUNI ANTHONY 

Mr. Chairperson, distinguished representatives and members of the Permanent Forum, 

and fellow Indigenous brothers and sisters. Welina. 

My name is Kaiwipuni Anthony. I am 20 years and I am a native Hawaiian student at the 

Kamakakuokaiani, Center for Hawaiian Studies at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa. I am 

presenting this intervention on Culture on behalf of the Pacific Caucus, specifically on behalf of 

Hawai'i, Aotearoa [New Zealand], Rapa Nui [Easter Island] the Alifiiru of Maluku and West 

Papua in Indonesia. 

Our recommendations are the following: 

1. That UNESCO and WIPO organize a technical seminar between Permanent Forum 

members, Indigenous Peoples, States and international agencies to discus indigenous 

customs, practices, and sacred sites. 

2. Immediate adoption of Articles 1, 4, 12,13, and 14 of the Declaration of Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples, which guarantee indigenous peoples the right to the full employment 

of all human rights, the ability to maintain and strengthen cultural characteristics, and the 

right to have educational systems in their own languages. All of the latter three articles 

directly related to the right for indigenous peoples to maintain their languages, as language 

is a basis for understanding culture and thus forming identity. 



3. A major effort-should be made to improve respect for and protection of traditional 

knowledge in matters relating to spirituality, sacred sites and the spiritual relationship 

between Indigenous peoples and the land. 

In Hawai'i, the Hawaiian language is at great risk because of its banning in 1896 by the 

American colonizers, and today there is only one community left of native speakers of the 

Hawaiian language, consisting of less than 500 people, half of whom are over the age of 50. 

Even with the establishment of Hawaiian Language Immersion schools in 1984, there are today 

only 1480 students who speak Hawaiian as a second language. 

In Aoteroa, there has been a claim before the Waitangi Tribunal in relation to flora and 

fauna and the intellectual property rights of Maori which has remained unresolved. We urge the 

New Zealand government to provide sufficient funds for the resolution of this matter. 

In Rapa Nui, valuable archaeological and intellectual property should be returned by the 

countries of England, France, USA and Chile, which have been removed from diverse sacred 

sites, and ceremonial centers. 

In the case of the Maluku people of Alifuru descent, they have always been a people of 

their own with their own strong culture but in the past 50 years the Moluccan people have been 

subjugated by Indonesian domination. Since January 1999, the Indonesians have committed war 

crimes and crimes against humanity in Maluku, killing more than 30.000 in three years and 

aiming at the total annihilation of Maluku as a Nation and the Alifuru as a people. The sacred 

places of the Moluccans are being looted and destroyed by the Indonesian military and their 

Jihad forces. The identity of the Moluccan people is to be lost in the Javanese one. 

In West Papua, the motifs and dances of the indigenous peoples are being taken over by 

artisans from Bali and Java. They even register them as their own copyright. The people of 



Papua are forced taxhange their outer appearance to conform to that of the Indonesian. Papua 

women are even forced to wear wigs to complete the Javanese bun. 

In closing, we call for the immediate adoption of the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples whereby we, as Indigenous Peoples, have the right to our own culture, language and 

intellectual property. 


