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Thank you Mr. Chairperson, 

The Saami Council refers to the UNESCO definition of culture, as articulated 

e.g. at the World Conference on Cultural Policies and the World Commission on 

Culture and Development, stating that culture should be regarded as the set of 

distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features of society or a social 

group, and that it encompasses, in addition to art and literature, lifestyles, ways of living 

together, value systems, traditions and beliefs. 

This definition corresponds with the Human Rights Commission's findings 

in e.g. the Kitok Case, the Lansman Cases, the Lubicon Lake Band Case and finally 

General Conclusion 23 (50), which, read together, underlines that indigenous 

peoples' possibility to preserve and exercise their culture presupposes a continued 

right to their traditional lands, waters and natural resources. This is particularly true 

for indigenous children and youth. W e note that under Article 12 (a) of the UNESCO 

Declaration on Cultural Diversity, UNESCO has an obligation to promote the 

incorporation of the principles set out in the Declaration into the development 

strategies drawn up within the various intergovernmental bodies. 

Therefore, the Saami Council recommends that the Permanent Forum 

encourages: 



UNICEF, to conduct a study on the connection between indigenous children 

and their mother tongue, or lack thereof, and identifying themselves as indigenous 

and developing a sense of belonging. 

Relevant U N system organizations, to promote linguistic diversity - while 

respecting the mother tongue - at all levels of education. 

Relevant UN system organizations to promote linguistic diversity in 

cyberspace. 

UNICEF to conduct a study on to what extent indigenous peoples, and in 

particular indigenous children are bilingual/ multilingual, and to what extent they 

can utilize their indigenous language in all relevant situations and surroundings. 

UNICEF and UNESCO to conduct a study on the frequency of relevant 

information technology tools adapted to indigenous languages, and how accessibility 

to such tools can be enhanced, to be presented at the third session of the Permanent 

Forum. 

Mr. Chairperson, 

The Saami Council commends UNESCO for its work for protecting the 

cultural heritage of indigenous peoples, in particular the Draft Convention for the 

Safeguarding of Cultural Intangible Heritage. W e further note that the UNESCO 

Declaration on Cultural Diversity Article 8 states that "Cultural goods ... must not be 

treated as mere commodities or consumer goods." 

Therefore, the Saami Council recommends that the Permanent Forum urges 

UNESCO, in cooperation with WIPO, to take the cultural rights aspect into 

account in all their activities. 

UNESCO and WIPO to, without further delay, commence elaborating upon 

a sui generis system on the protection of indigenous generic resources, traditional 

knowledge and expressions of culture. 


