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On behalf of the Asia caucus, I would like to present our common statement on 
Culture. 

The Asia region is perhaps the most culturally diverse region in the world, but 
indigenous cultures have always been under threat, especially with the 
pervasive impositions of national governments. Forced assimilation policies by 
nations states, as in the case of Taiwan, Thailand, among others, arc already 
destroying the diverse cultures of Indigenous Peoples. l ikewise the 
commodification of the peoples' cultural life through commercial tourism is 
also destroying the integrity and dignity of several Indigenous Peoples in Asia. 

Population transfer and unregulated migration of persons belonging to majority 
communities pose the most serious threat to the cultural identities of 
Indigenous Peoples. 

The mainstream educational systems also distort our history as Indigenous 
Peoples and present our culture in a derogatory manner. Globalization and 
marketization also pose as threat to our Indigenous systems and values and 
undermines our indigenous knowledge and culture. Further, there is an utter 
lack of appropriate program that genuinely promotes the unity and integrity of 
our culture based on our own concepts of development. 

Preservation of our culture depends on our control over land and territories. 
And most importantly, we reiterate that unless our basic rights to self-
government and autonomy are respected, we will not be able to protect our 
culture. We therefore make the following recommendations to the Permanent 
Forum: 

1. To work for the recognition of cultural rights as a priority concern: 
2. Recommend an immediate review of educational curriculum for needed 

reforms in presenting the culture and history of Indigenous Peoples; 
3. Advise governments, agencies, flinders to formulate policies in 

coordination with Indigenous Peoples organizations that recognize 
cultural diversities and promote the integrity and respect to Indigenous 
cultures, instead of its commodification; and 

4. Encourage UNESCO to support workshops and trainings for the genuine 
protection and promotion of our cultural rights as a priority concern; 


