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Thanks for the opportunity to participate in this dialogue, and to reflect on 

how the concerns of indigenous peoples can better inform and motivate our 

work in the Division for Sustainable Development of DESA, especially in 

light of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

We in DSD come to this dialogue to listen and learn, to see how our work is 

perceived by the members of the Permanent Forum and to understand how 

we might engage more actively with the Forum and with indigenous peoples 

in our own work, to make it more relevant and responsive to your concerns. 

From the start, the concerns of indigenous peoples have been recognized by 

the  architects  of  international  sustainable  development  governance.  The 

1987 Brundtland Commission Report states, in para 46: 

Tribal and indigenous peoples will need special attention as the forces of economic 

development disrupt their traditional  life-styles - life-styles that can offer modern 

societies many lessons in the management of resources in complex forest, mountain, 

and dryland ecosystems. Some are threatened with virtual extinction by insensitive 

development  over  which they have  no control.  Their  traditional  rights  should  be 

recognized and they should be given a decisive voice in formulating policies about 

resource development in their areas.

 

Agenda  21’s  chapter  26  is  devoted  to  RECOGNIZING  AND 

STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND THEIR 

COMMUNITIES, including through: 

• Establishment  of  a  process  to  empower  indigenous  people  and  their 

communities;
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• Establishment,  where  appropriate,  of  arrangements  to  strengthen  the  active 

participation  of  indigenous  people  and  their  communities  in  the  national 

formulation of policies, laws and programmes relating to resource management 

and other development processes that may affect them;

• Involvement  of  indigenous  people  and their  communities  at  the  national  and 

local  levels  in  resource  management  and  conservation  strategies  and  other 

relevant programmes established to support and review sustainable development 

strategies.

Fifteen years after Rio, during its 61st session, the General Assembly adopted 

the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

The Division for Sustainable Development is the UN body with the mandate 

to track, monitor and work to accelerate implementation of commitments on 

sustainable development made in Rio and Johannesburg, as well as those on 

sustainable development of SIDS made in Barbados and Mauritius. 

How does the abovementioned Declaration influence our work?  First, there 

is  the  normative  work  of  the  Commission  on  Sustainable  Development 

itself, which concluded its 17th session a week and a half ago with an agreed 

resolution on the themes of  the session  – agriculture,  rural  development, 

land,  drought,  desertification  and  Africa.  These  themes  are  of  great 

importance  to  indigenous  peoples  and  one  would  expect  this  to  be 

adequately reflected in the agreement.  

The  preamble  acknowledges  the  importance  of  local  and  indigenous 

knowledge, in particular regarding the conservation and sustainable use of 

biological diversity, and calls for the equitable sharing of benefits therefrom.
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The sections on rural development and land call for secure and enforceable 

land  rights  supported  by  appropriate  legal  frameworks,  including  the 

recognition of  customary tenure  arrangements.  They refer  to  the need to 

harmonize modern technologies with traditional and indigenous knowledge. 

They  also  call  for  participation  of  indigenous  peoples  in  land  and  rural 

development planning at local and national levels. Other decisions explicitly 

referring to indigenous peoples call for promotion of access to education and 

training, to markets and credit, and to sustainable livelihoods.     

So,  some key concerns of  indigenous  peoples are addressed  in the latest 

CSD decision.  Will  they  be  addressed  in  practice?  That  depends  on  the 

political resolve of Governments and of indigenous peoples themselves. It 

also  depends  on  the  UN  system  to  the  extent  that  it  is  charged  with 

implementation. 

 In DSD’s analytical work, we have addressed some issues of concern to 

indigenous peoples. 

• Issue  #6  of  our  Sustainable  Development  Innovation  Brief  series 

addresses the use of non-renewable resource revenues for sustainable 

local  development,  calling  for  strengthening  the  capacity  of  local 

communities to engage in decisions on revenue allocation and use.

• A  recent  analysis  of  the  links  between  forest  and  biodiversity 

conservation and climate change mitigation touches on REDD issues 

and  concerns  of  indigenous  peoples.  It  reads  in  part:  “Forest-

dependent communities are understandably concerned to ensure that 

the  augmented  value  of  standing  forests  not  become  cause  for 
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powerful interest groups to assert property rights over those assets in 

contravention of their customary rights, whether formal or informal”. 

In our technical  cooperation work,  we need to be more cognizant  of  the 

concerns  and  the  contributions  of  indigenous  peoples.  We  do  not  have 

extensive  field-level  technical  cooperation,  but  our  work  can  help  shape 

government  strategies  and  policies  and,  as  importantly,  the  processes  by 

which those strategies and policies get made. Thus, in the advisory work of 

DSD  on  national  sustainable  development  strategies,  participatory 

approaches are stressed. In the coming biennium, DSD will be initiating two 

sizeable Development Account projects of relevance to indigenous peoples:

• One  on  mainstreaming  climate  change  adaptation  into  national 

sustainable  development  strategies  in  Latin  America  and  the 

Caribbean;

• One on addressing water variability and water stress in national and 

local resource planning. 

In both cases, we look forward to engaging with the Permanent Forum and 

with representatives of indigenous communities in the countries where the 

projects will be implemented. 

Thank you for your attention.  I now pass the mike to my colleague, Tonya 

Vaturi, to answer the second question posed to our Division. 
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