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Madam Chair, Members of the Permanent Forum, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This is a historical moment as it is the first time ever that indigenous people from Cambodia have been 
able to participate in the Permanent Forum. At this time, Asia Indigenous People's Pact (AIPP) wishes 
to call the attention of the Permanent Forum to the urgent concerns of indigenous peoples of 
Cambodia. 

The 2001 Land Law includes provisions favorable to indigenous communities, including a chapter on 
registration of communal lands of indigenous communities, providing a mechanism to safeguard 
indigenous communities' land in the form of communal land titles. However, no such titles have yet 
been granted and lack of implementation and enforcement of the Land Law has left indigenous peoples 
vulnerable to commercial interests, which are increasingly attracted to exploiting the economic potential 
of the forests and upland areas traditionally used and managed by indigenous communities. Instead, 
land alienation among indigenous communities is accelerating. 

Economic land concessions for the development of plantations have been granted on indigenous 
communities' land or land they use in eight provinces. Despite calls by Special Representatives of the 
Secretary General of the United Nations on Human Rights in Cambodia for the cancellation of some 
of these concessions, development of the plantations continues. A tourism concession in an area 
sacred to indigenous people continues, despite local resistance. 

The Royal Government of Cambodia imposed a moratorium on logging in forest concessions in 
January 2002. However, logging has since been approved without adequate consultation with 
indigenous communities residing in and around allocated forest areas. 

In Cambodia, the Land Law provides little or no protection to indigenous peoples with regard to 
mining concessions. This is a great concern, because indigenous communities' lands are increasingly 
being included in rnining concessions, without prior consent of those communities. Just recently the 
most sacred hill of the Punong people in Cambodia as well as Vietnam was partially blown up by an 
unknown rnining company, inside N a m Lyr Wildlife Sanctuary, with no prior consent, mforrning or 
consultation. The communities have demanded that full reparations be paid by those responsible, but 
neither mining company operating in this area acknowledges that it was responsible. 

Extreme problems have been reported by indigenous communities in northeast Cambodia with relation 
to hydropower development. International donor agencies and multi-lateral banks continue to support 
and validate the construction of additional dams that will affect indigenous communities, by supporting 
associated projects such as power line construction and funding feasibility studies. 

Of increasing concern is the number of indigenous (and non-indigenous) activists being arrested, often 
illegally, related to resistance to land and forest alienation attempts by rich and powerful people or 



companies. Communities are taking non-violent measures to express their concerns and call for action 
by the Government, and have faced threats, intimidation and sometimes arrest or physical violence. 

In February 2007, the N G O Forum on Cambodia, ILO and O H C H R hosted a national seminar on 
indigenous peoples and access to land with the participation of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous People, Professor Rodolpho Stavenhagen, to draw attention 
to these concerns. 

With these urgent concerns of indigenous peoples of Cambodia, that are very much similar to those of 
indigenous peoples in other countries of Asia, we make the following recommendations: 

1. To urge UN agencies, the World Bank, ADB and bi-lateral donors to work with the governments 
to develop commitment to addressing issues of land alienation among indigenous communities, 
including providing necessary information on existing laws and policies protecting ancestral lands to 
affected indigenous communities; and to issue clear directives and discipline to local authorities to 
implement these laws and policies. 

2. To call and appeal to governments, funders and companies to implement the free, prior and 
informed consent principle for any development activities that affect indigenous peoples as a very 
urgent concern. In this context, to also urge the governments to stop alienation of land in the name 
of development that will only further marginalize indigenous communities. 

3. To conduct independent studies and investigations into the violations of indigenous peoples' land 
rights through illegal land expropriation and exploitation, and the issuance of land, forestry, tourism 
and rnirhng concessions. These should include: 
• Recommendations on how the rights of indigenous peoples can be legally protected. 
• The degree to which governments ensure free, prior and informed consent of indigenous 

peoples in the approval of land concessions and mining exploration licenses over the traditional 
lands and forests of indigenous peoples. 

• The role of other states in the promotion of agri-business and extractive industries without the 
free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples. 

• The role of multi-national agri-business and extractive industries; whether corporate social 
responsibilities have been fulfilled; and social and environmental impacts assessments have 
been undertaken prior to the commencement of development projects 

4. To urge the World Bank to follow through with the specific actions that have been identified in the 
Management Report and Recommendation in Response to the Inspection Panel Investigation 
Report (May 2006) relevant to the Cambodian situation, including calling for the termination of all 
existing logging concessions and promoting more equitable and sustainable alternatives of forest 
management. 

5. To express deep concern for the underrriining of the rights of indigenous peoples caused by 
construction of hydro-electric dams. 

We thereby urge the Permanent Forum to adopt these recommendations and we look forward for 
concrete actions to be taken by U N agencies, funds and programs, governments, and donors to address 
these concerns. . 

Thank you. 


