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Excellencies 

Government Officials 

Indigenous Leaders and Representatives 

Special Rapporteurs 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

The Government of Guyana (GOG) acknowledges the valuable contribution the 

UNPFII continues to make to addressing issues of importance to indigenous 

peoples. 

 

The importance of the sustainable utilization of forest resources is now a fact 

that the global community recognizes, albeit belatedly.  The major role that 

sustainably managed tropical forests, inclusive of Guyana’s forests play in 

providing national, regional and international benefits, especially in terms of 

mitigation of and adaptation to the adverse effects of climate change at the 

global level, is receiving the well-deserved attention of the international 
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community, and we are pleased that the Permanent Forum has placed this issue 

on the agenda of its current session. 

 

The Government of Guyana has always held the firm belief that the country’s 

vast natural forest and other resources must be used for the socio-economic 

development of our peoples. It is an essential policy position that our 

Government has maintained, since we recognize the critical relationship 

between the promotion of sustainable human development and the sustainable 

exploitation of our country’s resources. 

 

Guyana’s forest covers over 85% of our country’s total land area.  At the same 

time, our Amerindian population occupies and owns some 13.9% of Guyana’s 

total land mass, including important forest resources.  Whilst many indigenous 

peoples globally have only rights of use to land resources, the Amerindians of 

Guyana have rights to ownership of land by way of legal titles and are in fact 

the largest private land owners in our country. 

 

Integral to the Amerindian peoples’ ownership of land and their exclusive rights 

to their forest and its resources are the following pieces of legislation:  the 

Amerindian Act of 2006, Environmental Protection Act of 1996 and the Forest 

Act of 2009, all of which make provision for the recognition of sustainable 

management and use of forest resources.  Amerindians also have further 

opportunities with the access to state forest resources, by virtue of 

Government’s policy to grant State Forest Permits (SFP) to Amerindian 

communities. 

 

Permit me now to briefly share with you our country’s approach with respect to 

the sustainable management of our standing forests in the context of REDD+ 

and Guyana’s Low Carbon Development Strategy, a model which is being 

promoted both nationally and internationally by our Government.  In doing so, I 

wish to mention also that last week the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) presented the 2010 Champion of the Earth Award to our President, His 

Excellency Bharrat Jagdeo, in recognition of his outstanding international 

leadership on combating climate change and his pioneering efforts on low 

carbon economic development. 
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The National Toshaos Council which is comprised of the democratically elected 

Amerindian Village Chiefs has taken a lead role and responsibility to ensure the 

continued active participation and contribution of Amerindians to the 

formulation of these important national development initiatives.  Such 

involvement and efforts are expected to result in further raising public 

awareness among Amerindians and to allow for studied and considered 

recommendations, hereby giving full effect to the principle of Free Prior and 

Informed Consent. 

 

This principle of free, prior and informed consent is an integral aspect of the 

Low Carbon Development Strategy upon which our country is currently 

embarked and clear standards and guidelines have been established.  A 

framework for “opting in”  is being developed by Amerindians in partnership 

with the Government, thus providing established standards that would allow for 

considered decisions making by Amerindians with regard to consent for the 

deployment of their forests, if at all. 

 

In conclusion, I would wish to allude to the relevance of the message contained 

in the Amerindian Chief resolution of October, 2007, which mirrors the position 

of the Bali Plan of Action on REDD Plus and dialogue on Climate Change, and I 

quote “we are also well aware of the role of the forest as the lungs of the earth 

by their absorption of carbon dioxide which is one of the main contributors to 

global warming.  We therefore call on those who are responsible at various 

levels in the fight to save our planet from the dangers of climate change, to 

immediately move in a serious way to provide the necessary incentives to 

encourage good practices and prevent growing threats to forests.” 

 

The message contained in the October 2007 resolution conveys the profound 

understanding of Guyana’s Amerindian people of the critical importance of 

forest and its resources to their livelihood and development. 

 

I thank you. 


