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Madam Chair, 

My delegation lauds the expression of confidence and commitment of the President of 

the UN General Assembly to preside at the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. 

His presence is most welcome and demonstrates a profiling of the Indigenous Peoples 

World Conference at the highest level. 

 

The Government of Guyana endorses the fair and inclusive process outlined for 

developing the framework document as it is essential for the preparation of the 

outcome documents. Importantly, it gives Member States and Indigenous Peoples the 

opportunity to review and make inputs relevant to the Indigenous Peoples issues and 

concerns. Indigenous Peoples representatives should responsibly use the international 

conference to offer targeted and achievable recommendations that could be adopted 

and which Member States can be guided by an informed manner. We also strongly 



support the format by which participants will share knowledge and best practices that 

will have favourable and impactful results for Indigenous Peoples.  

 

Madam Chair,  

The Government of Guyana recommends that Indigenous Peoples socio economic rights 

and opportunities be addressed as a priority and that the consideration of advancing 

rights to land and ownership, particularly in those countries where land tenure 

insecurities for Indigenous Peoples remain.  

 

Guardedly, but boldly, I stress the importance for Indigenous Peoples to take full 

advantage to responsibly engage respective Member States on advancing all concerns 

affecting them.  It is we, the Indigenous peoples, who are responsible for dealing with 

the challenges for advancing and securing our rights.  Guyana's experiences have taught 

us that positive engagement, dialogue and conversations based on FPIC have borne 

successes with respect to rights and development for the Indigenous Peoples.  

 

We recommend the full recognition for respect to be afforded to the Indigenous 

Peoples and the village leadership with particular references to resource support and 

investment funding. The Government of Guyana advances the position that Indigenous 

Peoples are capable of administering resource and development funding and managing 

projects, recognizing that this fosters full empowerment of Indigenous Peoples. 

Indigenous Peoples continue to be denied direct management of their village 

developmental agenda in many countries as third parties are usually afforded this 

preference.  

In conclusion, Guyana supports the convening of the World Conference on Indigenous 

Peoples and look forward to this important event with optimism. It is our hope that this 



important event will seriously address the ongoing issues that affect Indigenous Peoples 

and that the outcome solutions will be one that offers a workable document for the way 

forward. 

 

I thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


