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Respected Chairperson, Members of  the Working Group, Fellow Participants 

I am honoured to take the floor  on behalf  of  the CHT Hill Students' Council on the 
subject of  education and language. 

The importance of  education and language in transmitting culture from  one generation 
to another is crucial. Without language one cannot educate future  generations in 
traditions which form  an integral part of  our culture. 

In the CHT, we are educated in Bengali, a language which is our second tongue. 
There is no provision of  mother tongue education and we remain illiterate in our own 
language which is in danger of  becoming extinct. In addition, indigenous peoples are 
misrepresented in text books and our cultures wrongly described 

The number of  schools and other educational institutions in the Hill Tracts is 
insufficient  to meet our needs. There are no schools in remote areas, and children 
often  have to walk for  miles in order to attend the nearest one. 
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What is a basic problem is that there is no policy to address the special needs of  the 
indigenous peoples in educational matters and no special measures are taken to ensure 
their access to educational institutions. The indigenous peoples are often 
discriminated against when applying for  entry to vocational and professional 
institutions. 

As you have heard from  my fellow  Jummas we have a very large number of  non-
indigenous settlers who were brought into our region without our consent, or 
agreement. These settlers have changed the names of  places from  traditional 
indigenous names to Bengali ones. For instance, the village of  Khagrapur has now 
been renamed Islampur. This is a manifestation  of  the cultural aggression to which we 
are subjected to in the CHT. Unless and until we are in the position to decide for 
ourselves, our cultural survival is in danger. 
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We warmly welcome the historic peace agreement signed between the Government of 
Bangladesh and the Jana Samhati Samiti representing the indigenous peoples of  the 
CHT on 2 December 1997. The Agreement provides for  instruction in mother tongue. 
We see this as a positive step in ensuring the continuation of  our language, and 
through that our culture. 

In conclusion, I would like to put forward  the following  suggestions: 

1. The indigenous peoples should be involved in devising the curricula for  the 
CHT; 

2. The provision in the Peace Agreement for  bilingual education at the primary 
level should be implemented as soon as possible, with the participation of  the 
indigenous peoples; 

3. There should be education in indigenous cultures so that the majority 
population learns about our traditions and cultures in a fair  and accurate 
manner; 

4. Lastly, specific  measures to preserve and promote indigenous cultures should 
be undertaken. 

Thank you for  your attention. 


