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Respected Chair 

Greetings to you and all members of this august forum from Zo indigenous people 
in South and South East Asia. 

2. Zo country inhabited by Zo indigenous nation in the North East India, Chittagong 
Hill Tracts of Bangladesh, Arakan and Chin Hills of Myanmar are mostly virgin forests. 
The whole area covering 91000 square miles approximately are mountainous with elevation 
ranging from 100 to 3000 meters above mean sea level. The country is endowed with 
abundant monsoon rainfall which feeds numerous perennial, rivers flowing in between the 
mountain ranges. The rich country is permanent home of varieties of flora and fauna. The 
rich bio-diversity of the country are valuable assets for tackling problems of green house 
gas emission. 

3. The pace of unsustainable developments under the governments of respective states 
and climate change accelerated deforestation and forest fragmentation. Shifting cultivation 
on the hills promotes erosion of top soil and forest fire resulting in further degradation of 
forest and vegetation. The unscientific practice of shifting jhum cultivation need be replaced 
by contour farming system of making terrace and non-conventional irrigation through rain 
water harvesting without disturbing Zo people's forest and agro-based social and cultural 
system. Restricting fanning in the valleys and the foot hills, the remaining upper hill 
slopes can be preserved as forest. Experience teaches us that in Zo country self generation 
of forest takes about ten years or less. This improved system for agriculture will be more 
productive ensuring food security and conservation of the environment. 

3. Poverty prevails in Zo country. The capital cost of changing to permanent terrace 
cultivation is high and is beyond their financial capacity. Local Governments in India, 
Myanmar and Bangladesh are weak. It will be the over all interest of the international 
community to render assistance to Zo indigenous people in their fight for survival which 



5. In India, the National Development Plan implementation has very little consideration 
of environmental conservation. Absence of National Land Use Plan has serious adverse 
affect on the eco-system. Plantation of commercial timber species like teak and bio-fuel 
initiatives of planting Jatropha is leading to mono-culture crop and plantation resulting in 
the decline of bio-diversity. The legal and institution system of environmental management 
needs improvement in conformity with the declarations on rights of the indigenous people.. 
The age-old traditional practice of shifting jhum cultivation by the indigenous people need 
be dovetailed in the national policy and development planning of respect of concerned 
states. Also, there is the need to take note that shifting jhum cultivation is about the 
identity of hill tribes of Zo nation and for villagers in remoter country side jhum cultivation 
is their society. 

6. Taking into consideration that areas under jhum cultivation replenish itself naturally 
in the inside of ten years whereas afforestation bares the land for years together; the 
policy of planting commercial tree such as teak in jhum lands restricts processes for natural 
growth of vegetation while planted trees take decades to mature for use and encourages 
permanent denudation of forest if and when commercial trees are sold, there is therefore 
the need to set up within the indigenous community a body recognised by States to be 
answerable to policy makers for evolving free prior and informed consent in matters of 
utilising indigenous peoples' land, territory and resources. Meanwhile, plantation of 
commercial trees should be restrained as to redress original vegetation; lands declared as 
forest reserve within the territories of indigenous people should be restituted; developmental 
activities in mining, dam construction for control and ownership of non-indigenous 
people or firms should be restricted, and denuded forest areas for convenience of military 
operations should be restituted to control climatic change and protect bio-cultural diversity. 

Thank you. 


