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Thank you Mr Chairperson, 

Mr Chair, one of the most prominent indigenous leaders in Asia went for dinner at the 
army headquarters on 10 November 2001 as a part of the dialogue with the government 
and its agencies. As the army personnel escorted the indigenous leader home from the 
dinner, they tried to dissuade him from speaking out on their independence. As 
indigenous leader expressed his disappointment, the army clamped their hands over 
indigenous leader's mouth and killed him. They were charged with mis-treatment and not 
murder. 

Mr Chair, I am referring to the extrajudicial execution of the President of the Papuan 
Presidium Council, Theys Eluay on 10 November 2001 in the Papuan capital Jayapura, 
Indonesia. What I had just mentioned was told First Lt. Supriyanto before the court in 
Surabaya. On 21 April 2003, a military court indicated seven military officers maximum 
upto 42 months of jail for killing Theys Eluay. Had they been charged with murder and 
found guilty the soldiers could have been jailed for 15 years. 

Mr Chair, we are extremely concerned about continuing human rights abuses and 
impunity in Papua. According to West Papua' leading human rights NGO, Institute for 
Human Rights Study and Advocacy (ELS-HAM) reported that between 1998 and 2001 
there were 136 cases of extra-judicial killing and 838 cases of arbitrary detention and 
torture. 

What is disconcerting is that President Megawati Sukarnoputri instead of addressing such 
gross and flagrant human rights violations issued a Presidential Instruction No. 1 in 
January 2003 to divide Papua into three parts - adding colonial flavour of divide and rule 
policy to her administration that even military dictator Soeharto declined to do. The 
Presidential Order is in clear violation of Article 76 of the Papuan Special Autonomy 
Law under which the division of Papua required the approval of the Papuan Peoples 
Council and local parliament. AITPN calls upon Indonesian government to withdraw the 
Presidential Inpres No 1 of2003. 

Vietnam 

AITPN is also concerned against continuing repression of the ethnic minorities in 
Vietnam. On 31 August 2002, around 30 Ede indigenous people were arrested for 
allegedly planning to hold a protest in the Sao village under Madrak district of Dak Lak 
province of Central Highlands on 2 September 2002, the Vietnam's National day. 



In an apparent attempt to humiliate the ethnic minorities, majority of whom are 
Christians, a court in Central Daklak province of Vietnam sentenced eight indigenous 
Ede people on 25 December 2002, the Christmas Day for organizing the demonstrations 
in Gia Lai and Dak Lak provinces in February 2001. The demonstrations were organized 
to protest against encroaching on their land and culture, denial of freedom to practise 
their Protestant faith and demanding the return of ancestral lands confiscated for coffee 
plantations. 1 Alleged group leader Y Thuon Nie, 30, was sentenced to 10 years in jail, 
while the other seven men were given eight years each at the one-day trial. They were 
also given four years of house arrest after their jail terms. They were accused of 
"organizing illegal migration to Cambodia" and "undermining state and Communist Party 
policy" and contacting former members of the guerrilla group FULRO, Front Unifie de 
Lutte des Races Opprimes, to "sow disunity" among the hill tribes in the Central 
Highlands. 

What is also equally disturbing is that Cambodia has increasingly become a fortress, 
closing its borders to stop the influx of the fleeing indigenous refugees from Vietnam. In 
September 2002, following the crackdown in the Daklak province, Mr Moung Poy, 
Deputy Governor of Ratnakiri province of Cambodia confirmed that on 24 September 
2002 a Vietnamese delegation consisting of two governors and a military police chief 
visited Cambodian officials in the area to urge closure of the borders. 

During the first week of January 2003, an estimated 50 Montagnard men, women, and 
children belonging to Pnong indigenous group were arrested near Koh Nheak in the 
Mondulkiri and Rattanakiri area by the Cambodian police and were forcibly repatriated to 
the Vietnamese border and handed over to the border police. Subsequently, around the 
third week of January 2003, another group of 30 Montagnards (also Pnong) were again 
arrested by Cambodian police near Koh Nheak. But the men in this second group were 
reportedly beaten up severely by the Cambodian police, in front of the women and 
children, before they were handed over to the Vietnamese border guards. As Cambodia 
violates its international obligation, ethnic minorities of Vietnam have no secure refuge. 

Mr Chair, it may not be easy for the Forum to develop mechanisms to deal with such 
gross human rights violations. As I suggested in our intervention under methods of work, 
the recording of the interventions in the report to the ECOSOC could be first step towards 
developing mechanisms to address such gross human rights abuses. 

Thank you, Mr Chairperson 

For any further information, please contact: 

Mr Suhas Chakma 
Coordinator, Asian Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Network 
P.O. Box 9627, Janakpuri 
New Delhi-110058, India 
Phone:+91-11-25620583, 25503624; Fax:+91-11-25620583 
Email: aitpn@aitpn.org 
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