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Militarization is a key concern and a root cause of human rights abuses in indigenous peoples' 
territories in Asia. The rights of indigenous peoples are not properly protected or implemented 
due to the fact that Asian governments have overlapping policies. In many Asian countries, 
Human Rights Commissions have no power over the police, paramilitary or security forces, 
which are the main perpetrators of human rights violation. In all cases of conflict, indigenous 
peoples end up as victims. 

Development aggression in indigenous peoples' territories has also caused massive 
displacements and loss of control over lands and natural resources. 

The continued denial by most Asian governments of the existence of indigenous peoples is in 
itself a violation of human rights. 

Mr. Chairperson, the recent incident in which the UN Human Rights Special Rapporteur on 
Burma, Mr. Pinheiro, was compelled to cut his mission short due to interference by the military 
regime of Burma is highly regrettable. Since 1994, the UN General Assembly through at least 
nine resolutions {A/Res/49/197, A/Res/50/194, A/Res/51/117, A/Res/52/137, A/Res/53/162, 
A/Res/54/186, A/Res/55/112, A/Res/56/231 and A/Res/57/231) has urged the military regime of 
Burma to engage opposition leaders of indigenous peoples in Burma in a substantial dialogue 
and has sent the UN Secretary General's Special Envoy to Burma several times. However, the 
resolutions have yet to be realized because of obstruction from the military regime. 

The Asia Caucus hopes that the Permanent Forum would view human rights in Asia seriously 
and adopts the following recommendations: 

1. To urge Asian governments 
• to recognize the rights of self-determination of Asian indigenous peoples, Л щ г 

n^dr "4 '/ftfj^participate effectively in formulating or changing policies that affect the lives ф 
ÍDe^genojJsipeopfee, 

• ensures that free, prior, informed consent be obtained in any development projects 
affecting indigenous peoples, 

• to support indigenous peoples in developing a curriculum on indigenous systems and to 
introduce such curriculum in appropriate educational institutions. 

That the Permanent Forum supports the declaration of a moratorium on all development 
projects affecting indigenous peoples until such time when Asian governments recognize 
indigenous peoples' rights. 

That the Permanent Forum expresses its deepest concern that the recommendations by the 
UN Treaties Monitoring Mechanisms and Special Thematic Mechanisms and resolutions on 
Burma could not be implemented due to unwarranted obstruction and interference. We 
also recommend that the Permanent Forum advise the UN General Assembly through 
ECOSOC referring to the UN Secretary General's engagement with the government of 
Burma, to be implemented by a more competent body of the UN system. 
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