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Human rights situation in South Asia is critical. Colonisation, 
Globalisation and militarisation are the main causes of human rights 
abuses and violations in the Indigenous peoples territories in the South 
Asia region. National HR Commissions are weak and states do not 
respect their recommendations in many cases. In all cases of armed 
conflict, Indigenous Peoples, particularly indigenous women and 
children are the worst victims. Indigenous peoples are being displaced 
and have led to loss of ownership over their lands and natural 
resources. 

We therefore urge the Permanent forum for the following 
recommendations: 

1. Recommend states to ensure the recognition, protection and respect 
for Indigenous Peoples' unqualified right to self-determination. 

2. Urge the UN General Assembly to adopt the Draft Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples as approved by the UN Working Group 
on Indigenous Populations and the UN Sub-Commission on the 
Protection and Promotion of Human Rights before the end of the 
United Nations International Decade of the World's Indigenous 
Peoples. 

3. Urge the Permanent Forum to strengthen the capacity of our own 
indigenous systems of conflict resolution and reaffirm the role of our 
leaders and traditional authorities in resolving issues related to 
security and armed conflict such as rape, torture and all other forms of 
human rights violations. We urge States to resolve conflicts according 



to democratic principles and relevant international and humanitarian 
laws. 

4. Call the Permanent Forum together with Special Rapportuer on 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous People and 
Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights to take immediate 
actions to study and prevent all violations of the human rights of 
indigenous people including indigenous women and girls in the 
situation of armed conflicts and to recommend to ensure that the 
indigenous women and girls, who are victims of gender-based and 
sexual violence and any other forms of violence during armed conflict 
have the rights to reparations for damages incurred. 

5. Ensure the involvement of women in negotiation of peace agreements 
at national and international levels. Identify indigenous women ' s 
informal and traditional peace-building initiatives and provide relevant 
technical and financial support and establish mechanism to channel 
the outcomes of these initiatives into more formal peace processes. 

6. Violence against indigenous women must be systematically addressed. 
We call for immediate measures against all forms of sexual 
exploitation, forced sterilization and trafficking of women. 

7. We urge governments to sign, ratify and implement the International 
Labour Organization Convention No. 169 on Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples, in accordance with the wishes of the Indigenous Peoples in 
their respective countries. 

8. We urge the United Nations to organize and convene a World 
Conference on Indigenous Peoples to review the activities of the 
International Decade of the Indigenous Peoples of the World (1995-
2004). 

9. We request Permanent Forum to consider Indigenous Women as the 
theme for the third session of Permanent Forum. 


