
doC ip 

u 

WORKING GROUP ON INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS 

14TH SESSION 
29 July to 2 August 1996 

ITEM 7: INTERNATIONAL DECADE OF THE WORLD'S 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 

(a): VOLUNTARY FUND FOR THE DECADE 
(b): CREATION AND ACTIVITIES OF THE ADVISORY GROUP 

STATEMENT BY 

THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT OBSERVER DELEGATION 

Check  Against  Delivery 



AGENDA ITEM 7: INTERNATIONAL DECADE OF THE WORLD'S 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 

Statement by the New Zealand Government observer delegation 

Thank you Mme Chairperson. 

New Zealand welcomes the adoption last year by the General Assembly of  a Programme 
of  Activities for  the International Decade for  the World's Indigenous People. We are 
also pleased to see the information  provided to the Working Group on activities 
undertaken by the Centre for  Human Rights over the past year to promote the objectives 
of  the Decade. It would be helpful  to receive information  from  other branches of  the 
United Nations system on their activities to promote the Decade and we recall in this 
connection that the Working Group is mandated by GA resolution 50/157 to review 
international activities undertaken during the Decade. For our own part, our statement 
presented under agenda item 5 provided information  on activities within New Zealand to 
support the goals and objectives of  the Decade. 

New Zealand also strongly supports the Voluntary Fund for  the Decade, providing 
financial  contributions since its establishment. We are glad to see information  provided 
on the guidelines and objectives of  the Fund, as elaborated at the first  meeting of  the 
Advisory Group assisting the Coordinator of  the Decade in the running of  the Fund. 
And we welcome the recommendations of  the Advisory Group as regards first 
disbursements from  the Fund. 

Mme Chairperson, 

We, must note however. New Zealand's concern at administrative problems that have 
been encountered in the running of  this Fund, and also the Voluntary Fund for 
Indigenous Populations - to which New Zealand additionally provides financial  support. 
We are aware, for  example, that a number of  contributions earmarked for  the 
International Decade, including our own in 1995, have been deposited instead against the 
Voluntary Fund for  Indigenous Populations. 

It is of  serious concern also that funds  contributed to the Voluntary Fund for  the 
International Year for  the World's Indigenous People, which took place, of  course, back 
in 1993, have yet to be fully  accounted for  and may still remain unspent. 

New Zealand understands that, in addition to the guidelines and objectives for  the 
Decade Fund, set out before  us in the document on the Decade, the Advisory Group has 
recommended a set of  measures to ensure the appropriate administration of  the Fund. 

FUND. DOC 



2 

These measures recommend the establishment of  a separate bank account for  the Decade 
Fund (as funds  are currently held in a sub-account of  the account for  the Voluntary Fund 
for  Indigenous Populations). And the Group has further  recommended that residual 
funds  of  the Voluntary Fund for  the International Year for  the World's Indigenous 
People be transferred  into the Voluntary Fund for  the Decade. 

It is clearly appropriate for  a full  accounting to be provided for  any residual funds 
remaining from  the International Year, in consultation with the donors of  those funds. 
We also look forward  to the early implementation of  the other recommendations of  the 
Advisory Group for  the proper administration of  the Fund for  the Decade, and prompt 
advice to donors in this regard. 

Further New Zealand contributions to the Fund for  the Decade will very much depend on 
improvements in these procedures. We look forward  to early advice from  the 
Coordinator of  the Decade on implementation of  the recommendations of  the Advisory 
Group. 

It is clear, Mme Chairperson, that administration concerns such as those I have just 
referred  to must be addressed. It is incumbent on the United Nations to ensure that 
funds  contributed by government and non-governmental sources are indeed spent on the 
goals towards which they were contributed: in the case of  the Fund for  the Decade, "on 
international  cooperation for  the solution of  problems faced  by indigenous  people, in 
areas such as human rights,  the environment, development,  education  and  health". 

Thank you Mme Chairperson. 

FUND. DOC 


