
United Nations Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities 
Working Group on Indigenous Populations 
14th Session 

Item No 5: Review of Developments 

Statement of Mr Suhas Chakma on behalf of the Jumma Peoples Network. 

Thank you Madam Chairperson, 
Jumma Peoples Network is concerned about the impunity given to the security forces 
in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHTs) of Bangladesh. The Special Rapportuer in its 
report to the 52nd session of Commission on Human Rights stated "With regard to the 
information provided by the Government concerning compensation paid to the 
family members of the deceased, the Special Rapporteur would like to emphasise that 
such compensation could never be a substitute for a proper judicial process. He calls 
upon the Government to continue its fight against impunity and take measures to 
ensure that human rights violations do not occur". 
Madam chairperson, nothing could be more emphatic than the statement of the 
Special Rapporteur about the impunity awarded by the Bangladesh Government. 
During the 13 th Session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations, the Jumma 
delegation raised the issue of massacre of 40 Jummas at Naniachar in November 1993. 
The Bangladeshi delegation informed that the Naniachar Inquiry Commission has 
submitted its report on 26 May 1994 and Government has accepted the 
recommendations. The Bangladeshi delegation further stated that Government has 
initiated departmental inquiry and four cases have been registered. Moreover, a 
detailed reply has been sent for consideration of the United Nations Sub-Commission 
on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. 

When the Jumma Peoples Network did formally approach the Permanent Mission of 
Bangladesh in Geneva on 2 August 1995 to seek a copy of the report. An official of the 
Mission informed the Jumma Peoples Network on 4 August 1995 that it can not 
provide a copy of the report as it is not a public document. 

When the issue was again raised during the 47th Session of the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to make the report public, 
we have been accused of asking the Sub-Commission to subvert its own rules as the 
report was submitted under 1503 Confidential Procedure. 
More than two years have passed, Madam Chaiperson, unfortunately the report of the 
Naniachar massacre is yet to be made public. We fail to understand why the 
Government can not make the report public unless there are serious indictment of 
the security forces. 

Despite socalled cease-fire between the Jumma resistance force, the Shanti Bahini 
and the Bangladesh Security forces, the indigenous Jumma peoples continue to be 
victims of gross human rights abuses at the hands of the security forces. 

On 12 June 1996, the same day as the Bangladesh national elections, at 01.00 am, Miss 
Kalpana Chakma was abducted from her home in New Lallyoghona village, 
Baghaichari Thana in Rangamati District (CHT), by six or seven plain-clothed 
military agents. 



The military plain clothesmen entered the house, waking everyone to find Miss 
Kalpana Chakma. She was blinfolded and tied up, along with her two brothers, 
Kalicharan Chakma and Khudiram Chakma, then forcefully led out of the house. At 
some point, orders were given to shoot the two brothers, but they were able to escape 
unharmed. 

The whereabouts of Miss Kalpana Chakma are unknown till date. The issue was raised 
by the World Organization Against Torture with the Bangladesh Permanent Mission 
in Geneva. But no response was received. 

One of the kidnappers of Kalpana Chakma has been identififed as Lt Firdous who led 
the raid. What is disgusting is that the same army who have kidnapped Kalapana 
Chakma have announced a reward of Taka 50,000 for any information on kidnapping 
and distributed leaflets by helicopter. The army even threatened to kill anyone who 
dares to file a hebeas corpus petition. 

Madam Chairperson, one could defy logic and resort to excuses to hide the consistent 
disregard for the rule of law. The Jumma Peoples Network would like to assure the 
Bangladeshi delegation that accountability is not revenge. Accountability is not 
retribution aginst those who have killed the Jummas. Accountability is the assertion 
of the civil society that barbaric methods of law enforcement will be dealt with the 
full force of the law. It is to strengthen the democratic institutions, uphold the rule 
of law and principles of democratic ideals. 

If the demand for accountability and rule of law is considered as an effront, one 
could only pity the plight of the indigenous Jumma peoples who face aggressive and 
intolerant majority. The problem of accountability process lies in the inability of the 
majority to decolonise their mindset. The majority and their Government aware of 
the continuance of colonial treatment consider the indigenous peoples as threat and 
provide impunity. 

One could find excuses to nulify the truth. Aggresive behaviour and discrimination 
by the Bangladesh Government can not resolve the problems of impunity and the 
CHTs crisis. I am constrained to state that the indigenous Jumma Peoples of the CHTs 
are yet to see any gesture from the majority shows which signs of tolerance and 
accomodation. Jumma Peoples Network demands that the Naniachar inquiry 
commission be made public and Government of Bangladesh reconsiders its refusal to 
extend an invitation to the Special Rapporteur on Summary, Arbitrary and 
Extrajudicial Executions. 


