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Timuay Noval Lambo, Gokum Sog Pito Kobogolalan Gunat Sog Pito Kodolongan 

To begin with Mr. Chairman, allow me to identify myself. I am Timuay Noval 

Lambo, a Subanon tribal leader representing the Gokum from the Seven Rivers in 

Western Mindanao, Philippines. 

I want to report, on behalf of my organisation, a human rights violation committed 

against our Subanon people, which makes us victims of Globalisation. I also want to 

make calls for action to address the situation we, and other indigenous peoples, suffer. 

The Subanon people of Labuan, Patalon and Limpapa, numbering more or less 4,000 

souls are the victims of a large scale land grabbing committed by the Zamboanga City 

Special Economic Zone and Free Port Authority (ECO-ZONE), which claims 

absolute ownership of the area under Presidential Proclamation no. 1099. 

The land area involved is the whole ancestral domain of our branch of the Subanon 

people mentioned above covering the total area of 9,000 hectares. 

I want it to be known Mr Chairman that the ECO-ZONE involved in this land 

grabbing is a corporation owned and controlled by the Zamboanga City government. 

Their plan is to provide cheap subsidised access to attract foreign investors. To make 

this cheap they have tried to ignore our rights and deny even our existence in our land. 

But this is being done by ignoring the traditional occupation and rights of our people 

and even failing to respect the rights of those among us who have even got recognised 

land titles from our government. The land has even been offered for use to the US 

military to conduct military exercises. 

This problem has been referred to the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples 

(NCIP) but up to this time there was no favourable action taken. Our place is far from 

Manila and it is hard for our voice to be heard. We are very much apprehensive that 



we cannot get a fair decision from the government because ECO-ZONE is owned by 

the local government. 

Mr Chairman, Free Trade Zones are an international manifestation of the competition 

between countries to attract investors. Companies that enter such zones by definition 

plan to trade internationally. In submitting this appeal to this honourable body for 

help, for the 4,000 Subanon souls who may be rendered homeless and die of hunger in 

the sooner time we are conscious that this is an international phenomenon. 

We believe it is important for this working group to address to governments, 

international agencies, including the World Bank and others who promote and 

finance and profit from Free Trade Zones, to introduce a procedure to ensure 

that free trade zones and related land grants and acquisitions for international 

trade are not founded on land theft or forced relocation or other abuse of 

indigenous peoples. 

For our People we appeal that the Philippine government be urged to recognise 

the injustice of this land theft. 

Thank you Mr Chairman. 


