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Mr Chairman and distinguished delegates 

Although, the Oromo constitute the majority (50%, more than 30 million) of the population in 
Ethiopia, their participation in political, economic life of the Ethiopian empire was 
undermined since the date of colonisation by the Abyssinian at the end of 19 l h century. The 
human rights violations contravening the international instruments and the constitution of 
Ethiopia were enormously carried out against the Oromo people in Ethiopia. Despite repeated 
calls from different sectors of the Oromo community for the democratic and human rights 
oromo people, violations continued on daily basis. People are killed, physically abused, 
subjected to forced exile and migration and mass detention and above all forced resettlement. 

The resettlement programme planned to salvage $217 million was criticised by from its 
inception by different donor countries and NGOs (see IRIN news, May 20,2003) for it might 
not be different from that of the Dergue regime in which 33,000 died due to its poor planning. 
In Oromia, about 50 resettlement sites were selected by the government to settle over 350,000 
people, most were evacuated from hostile living environment (see Martin Plaut, BBC News, 
June 1,2004, April 22,2004, March 1,2004) which already claimed lives. Resettles were 
promised housing, food and medical treatment (see Marc Lacey, New York Times, May 
31,2004) which was completely unfulfilled. Recently the World Food Programme (WFP) was 
called in to save the lives of 250,000 resettlers in Oromia (Reuters, June 3, 2004). In contrast, 
the resettlement in the Tigray was carried out in a way that it was planned and take root only 
to the extent of few thousands and not in hundred of thousands. In his interview to the ETV 
on May 12,2004, the Prime Minister of Ethiopia said that it is a success program. This shows 
that the government of Ethiopia uses this human suffering as a means of tapping foreign aid 
which could not serve the vulnerable population. 

Recommendation 

I also wish to alert governments and institutions to make the necessary caution that 
knowingly or unknowingly not to contribute in the perpetuation of repressive regimes 
particularly its resettlement programmes which are inflammatory to the conflicts with the 
indigenous peoples and cause large number of human death in Oromia. 

I call upon the specialised agencies, NGOs and the international community to monitor the 
situation of the resettlements on the ground without relying on what the government of 
Ethiopia reports. 

Thank you. 


