
Item 4c: Globalization and Indigenous Peoples 

Mr Chairman, t< 

My name is Adelard Blackman and I am here as the Special Emissary for Chief El ' 
the people of Buffalo River Oene Nation. 

For the people of my community, the term "Globalisation" does not have much meaning - this is a 
largely academic and political term reserved for UN meeting rooms. 

However, the impact of such phenomenon is a very present and often deadly force in our 
community and Indigenous communities all over the world. 

The globalisation of culture, resulting in the destruction of our traditional languages, ways of living 
and the globalisation of trade and the economy destroying environment has had and continues to 
have severe Implications for us. As societal issues are persistently subordinated to principles of 
neo-!iberal market economy, we continue to suffer In the name of such logic. 

Canada is profiting and contributing to the globalised economy though its plundering and never-
ending exploitation of our natural resources, taken from our land In breach of our Treaties. Canada 
is one of the wealthiest countries in the world; but it should be remembered that this money is 
dirty, stolen from our Territories, that were never ceded in the signing of our Treaties. 

When the transnationals bring development to our Territories without free and prior informed 
consent, they intentionally make sure that we as Indigenous Peoples cannot get work. The 
Canadian government blatantly ignores our Treaties. 

Our people live on reserves that have 80-90% unemployment, massive housing shortage; chronic 
health problems; educational cutbacks etc. In this climate we are currently experiencing loss of 
cultural identity; we are being dispossessed of our fundamental connection to our lands; and as 
such experience a total disregard for our Spirituality and Culture Values. 

Mr Chairman; the most serious manifestation of this ongoing oppression In my community Is the 
suicide rates: The rate of suicide of our young people has jumped 200% in the last 10 years in 
Canada and has reached epidemic proportions. Young peoples are our future, when they take 
their own lives - it is the ultimate example of how helpless they feei: our youth is dying, our young 
live with no HOPE. 

The United Nations must acknowledge the situation of Indigenous People in Canada. 
Globalisation is running us over and we as the Indigenous Peoples of Canada are being left behind: 

Until we have the right to Self- Determination and obtain corrective justice, the situation will 
worsen: We hope however; that by being here and commencing an open and honest dialogue 
among and between Indigenous Peoples themselves, if possible with states, and with the United 
Nations itself; we can begin to find positive and lasting solutions to stop our mass suicides of our 
Children. 

Thank You: Ma Cee Chou 
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