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Thank you Chair,
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the parties, and with full disclosure of relevant
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achieve agreement or consent. Without early invol
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ts of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) is not a legally
While the United Nations Declaration on the Righ
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binding document, it does provide important guid
s
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in good faith in order to obtain a free, prior and
enous Peoples (A/HRC/12/34), this provision of
Anaya in his capacity as Special Rapporteur on Indig

UNDRIP should not be regarded as according indigenous peoples a general “veto power” over
decisions that may affect them, but rather as establishing consent as the objective of consultations
with indigenous peoples.
In the negotiations on a Nordic Sami Convention, Sweden, Finland and Norway – and the Sami
parliaments in the three states – have agreed on rules for consultations adopted to a Nordic Sami
context. It is our view that common rules for consultations will enable the Sami parliaments to
strengthen their position as representative voices for the Sami people in our region.
The Act of Greenland Self-Government in many fields goes beyond ensuring free, prior and informed
consent. The Act facilitates the transfer of a long range of competences and responsibilities to the
Greenlandic Self-Government – or gives the Greenlandic Self-Government the option to have them
transferred to it.
Even though agreement is not achieved in every process, it is our experience that consultations often
lead to a common understanding of the issues at stake, and thereby to better decisions.
Representatives for indigenous peoples and authorities work closer together and strive to achieve a
common solution – to the benefit of both parties.
Thank you.

