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Madam Chairperson,  

Excellencies,  

Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues,  

Distinguished representatives of indigenous peoples, 

Distinguished representatives of States, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Indigenous peoples play an important role in the fight against climate 

change, today and in the future. The UNFCCC Executive Secretary, 

Patricia Espinosa, emphasizes that “indigenous peoples are part of the 

solution to climate change. This is because indigenous peoples have the 

traditional knowledge of their ancestors. The important value of that 

knowledge simply cannot-and must not-be understated.”  

 

Progress in recent years under the UNFCCC is very relevant to this agenda 

item. 

 

The Paris Agreement established the Local Communities and Indigenous 

Peoples Platform to enhance the engagement of local communities and 

indigenous peoples in the UNFCCC process, to facilitate the exchange of 

experience and the sharing of best practices and lessons learned on 

mitigation and adaptation in a holistic and integrated manner under the 

Convention, and to strengthen the knowledge, technologies, practices, and 

efforts of local communities and indigenous peoples related to addressing 

and responding to climate change.  

 

Madam Chair,  

 

We are pleased to inform the Permanent Forum that the twenty-fourth 

session of the Conference of Parties (COP24), held in Katowice in 

December last year, delivered yet another momentous decision on the 

Platform. The LCIPP Facilitative Working Group, a new constituted body, 

was established to facilitate the implementation of the Platform. The group 

is comprised of an equal number of Party and Indigenous Peoples 

representatives, a first for our process. Indigenous representatives were 

selected in accordance with their own procedures. 

 

The decision taken at COP 24 was informed by continuous and highly 

valued input by indigenous peoples representatives in the negotiations, 

even in the smallest of negotiation settings. Indigenous Peoples 

representatives present at COP24 referred to the decision as the breaking of 

a new dawn, a new day when Indigenous Peoples and States work together 

towards a common goal. Government representatives also applauded the 
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Platform and its potential to become an inclusive, long-term and impactful 

space.  

 

The Platform will, in the coming years, integrate the perspectives of 

climate frontline communities. It is established to integrate indigenous 

peoples’ holistic views and in-depth knowledge of the environment, to 

scale up and accelerate climate action, in a manner that leaves no one 

behind.  

 

This year, the Facilitative Working Group will convene its inaugural 

meeting from 14-16 June and it will propose an initial two-year workplan. 

 

It is our honour to support this important work. In closing, we would like to 

congratulate the new members of the Facilitative Working Group, and we’d 

like to congratulate Indigenous Peoples for their important role in 

catalysing this inclusive and collaborative Platform.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  


